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Friday, February 16

7:30 – 9:00 PM WELCOME & OPENING REMARKS
WAYNE HOBSON
President, Camden Conference

DAVID BRANCACCIO, Conference Moderator
Host and Senior Editor, Marketplace Morning Report,  
American Public Media

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: How India Sees the World

NIRUPAMA RAO
Formerly India’s Foreign Secretary 
Ambassador of India to China and later to the United States

Discussion and Questions—

Saturday, February 17 

9:00 – 10:30 AM 

Post-Colonial History

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA 
Laurence S. Rockefeller Professor, Princeton University,  
and President of Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi 

Politics and Governance

ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY  
Sol Goldman Professor of International Studies and the  
Social Sciences, and Director of the Saxena Center for  
Contemporary South Asia, Brown University

Discussion and Questions—

10:30 – 11:00 AM BREAK

11:00 – 12:30 PM
Role of the Media and the Modi P.R. Machine

EMILY SCHMALL
Correspondent for The New York Times in Chicago; formerly 
its South Asia correspondent based in New Delhi covering 
issues such as the Indian economy, inequality, and the rise  
of Hindu nationalism

India’s Regional Role

ASHLEY J. TELLIS
Tata Chair for Strategic Affairs and Senior Fellow,  
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Discussion and Questions—

12:30 – 2:00 PM LUNCH

2:00 – 2:45 PM 

India’s Economy

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN 
Senior Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International  
Economics, Formerly Chief Economic Advisor to the  
Government of India 

Discussion and Questions—

2:45 – 3:15 PM BREAK

3:15 – 4:30 PM

Repression and Resistance in India

PRERNA SINGH
Mahatma Gandhi Associate Professor of Political Science  
and International Studies at the Watson Institute for  
International and Public Affairs, Brown University

India’s Resurgence, Nationalism and Minorities:  
It Was the Best of Times; it Was the Worst of Times

FERNAND DE VARENNES 
Former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Minority 
Issues, and visiting professor at various universities, including 
the Université Catholique de Lyon, France, and the University 
of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Discussion and Questions—

Sunday, February 18

9:00 – 10:30 AM

India’s Global Aspirations

TANVI MADAN 
Senior fellow in the Foreign Policy program at the Brookings 
Institution, host of the “Global India” podcast, and Author 
of Fateful Triangle: How China Shaped U.S.–India Relations 
during the Cold War

How India’s Growing Global Role May Shape  
U.S. Policy

DANIEL MARKEY  
Senior Advisor on South Asia at the United States Institute  
of Peace and Senior Fellow at the School of Advanced  
International Studies Foreign Policy Institute at Johns 
Hopkins University

Discussion and Questions—

10:30 – 11:00 AM BREAK

11:00 AM – 12:15 PM
PANEL OF ALL SPEAKERS WITH MODERATOR

12:15 PM ADJOURN

Submit your questions for speakers anytime to camcon2024@gmail.com
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This weekend we will explore together international and internal dynamics of India, a 
country that is emblematic of the Global South’s rising importance. India is now the 

world’s most populous nation. Its economy is growing faster and modernizing more than 
many of us realize. How will India use its new clout in the world and in its region? At the 
same time, India is wrestling with, and sometimes ignoring, longtime internal challenges. 
Most of us, admittedly, do not know India well. We hope to change that this weekend.

The mission of the Camden Conference is to foster informed discourse on world issues. 
We like to say we bring the world to Maine. We are serious about these ambitions. It is 
also true that attending the annual February conference is as much an emotional and 
community-building exercise as it is an intellectual experience. There is a buzz in the air at 
all our venues. It is exciting to know we are surrounded by so many people who are inter-
ested in such important issues and that impressive presenters have travelled to Maine in 
mid-winter to speak to us. New, sometimes troubling, and always complex ideas are flying 
around rapidly as we strain to remember and synthesize what we are hearing.

We rely on a wide range of people. David Brancaccio is joining us once again as moderator, 
bringing his deep knowledge, sense of humor, and quick wit. Our program director, Jim 
Ruddy, leads a crew that maintains our high production values. Behind it all are several 
dozen dedicated volunteers and our three-person staff, headed by Executive Director Kim 
Scott, whose energy, dedication, and competence are legendary. She has been ably assisted 
this year by Peter Mattox and Eva McVicar. What a great team!

If you are a Camden Conference volunteer, Thank you! If you are not yet a volunteer, 
please consider putting yourself forward. Volunteering for the conference is interesting, 
educational, convivial, and rewarding. Beyond volunteering, there are other ways to help 
the Conference. You can donate to the student fund, or, best of all, become a Camden 
Conference member. Explore our website if you wish to know more. Or scan the lists of 
volunteers, members, and supporters printed in this program, find people you know on 
those lists, and ask them for information.

Wayne Hobson 
President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Wayne Hobson, President

Rendle Jones, Treasurer
Vee Sheehan, Secretary

Don Abbott
Dwight Blue

George Cooke
Jim Hengerer

Wendy Laidlaw
Karin Look
Nick Mills
Jane Nyce
John Reed

Charlotte Singleton 
(In memoriam)

ADVISORY COUNCIL
David Babski
Ann Beaudry

John Bird
Bruce Cole
Mac Deford

John Doughty
Leslie Fillnow
Will Galloway

Charlie Graham
Bob Hirsch

Kathleen Hirsch
Peter Imber

Dave Jackson
Elaine Keyes
Emily Lusher
Jim Matlack

Betsy Mayberry
Merlin Miller
Sarah Miller

Jane Monhart
Cynthia Reed

Judy Stein
Matt Storin

Susan Thornton
Ward Wickwire

Mike Wygant

STAFF
Kimberly Scott  

Executive Director 

Peter Mattox
Administrative Coordinator

Eva McVicar
Development and 

Communications Coordinator

WAYNE HOBSON is a retired academic who moved to Rockland 
from southern California in 2005. He served his entire academic 
career in the American Studies Department at California State 
University, Fullerton, which he joined after earning a PhD in History 
from Stanford University. His research and writing interests focused 
on the evolution of American public memory. He served as chair of 
his academic department, as the director of the university’s honors 
program, as the university’s director of academic advisement, and as 
president of the California American Studies Association.
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Moderator
DAVID BRANCACCIO is Host and Senior Editor of American Public Media’s Marketplace 
Morning Report. Most recently, his reporting has focused on ecosystems of innovation, 
drawing on the 75th anniversary of the semiconductor revolution. He also covers regulation 
of financial markets, the role of technology in labor markets, digital privacy, sustainability, 
and social enterprises. His work has earned some of the highest honors in broadcast 
journalism, including the Peabody, the duPont–Columbia, the Emmy, and the Walter Cronkite 
awards. Brancaccio anchored the award-winning PBS news program NOW until 2010. He 
is the author of Squandering Aimlessly, a book about personal values and money. He is 
producing a feature-length documentary film about the intersection of art and science, 
focusing on the exiled American rocket pioneer Frank Malina, who founded the enduring 
science and art journal Leonardo. Brancaccio grew up in Waterville, Maine, and attended 
schools in Madagascar, Ghana, and Italy. He enjoys bicycling, rocketry, and photography.  

Keynote Speaker

NIRUPAMA RAO served as India’s Foreign Secretary from 2009 to 2011, after a well-respected 
Foreign Service career that included diplomatic assignments as the first woman 
spokesperson (2001-02) of the Indian foreign office and as India’s Ambassador to the 
United States, China, and Sri Lanka. Since retiring, Ambassador Rao has taught at various 
universities, including as a Senior Visiting Fellow in International and Public Affairs at 
Brown University’s Watson Institute and as George Ball Adjunct Professor at Columbia 
University’s School of International and Public Affairs. Her publications include the 2021 
book The Fractured Himalaya: India • Tibet • China, 1949–1962. Ambassador Rao was a 
Fellow at the India-China Institute of The New School, New York, in 2016; Public Policy 
Fellow at The Wilson Center, Washington, DC, in 2017; and Pacific Leadership Fellow at the 
School of Global Policy and Strategy, University of California San Diego in 2019. She is a 
Global Policy Fellow at The Wilson Center and received the Fellowship of Peace Award  
from the Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Center in Washington in 2018. 

Speakers

FERNAND DE VARENNES is the former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Minority 
Issues, appointed to that position by the UN Human Rights Council in 2017. His work and 
commitment focuses on the human rights of minorities, as well as on the prevention of 
ethnic conflicts; the rights of migrants; the relationships among ethnicity, human rights, 
and democracies; and the use of federalism and other forms of autonomy arrangements 
to balance competing cultural interests. As a guest professor and an international scholar 
and advocate, he has made contributions on these topics in many parts of the world. Over 
the past three decades, de Varennes has been a resident or visiting professor at universities 
in Africa, Australia, Asia, and Europe. He has published more than 250 articles, translated 
into some 30 languages. De Varennes is Visiting Professor at the Université Catholique de 
Lyon, France; Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania; and the National University 
of Ireland, Galway. He holds degrees from the Université de Moncton, the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, and the University of Maastricht.

Submit your questions for speakers anytime to camcon2024@gmail.com
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Submit your questions for speakers anytime to camcon2024@gmail.com

Speakers

TANVI MADAN is the director of The India Project at the Brookings Institution in 
Washington, DC, and a Senior Fellow with the Project on International Order and Strategy 
at Brookings. Dr. Madan’s work explores India’s role in the world and its foreign policy, 
specifically addressing India’s relations with China and the United States. She also researches 
the approaches and activities of the U.S. and India in the Indo-Pacific, along with the devel-
opment of interest-based coalitions. She is the author of Fateful Triangle: How China Shaped 
U.S.–India Relations during the Cold War (Brookings, 2020), and is currently writing a book 
on the China–India–U.S. triangle. Dr. Madan is a member of the editorial board of Asia Policy 
and a contributing editor at War on the Rocks, a platform for analysis and debate on strategy, 
defense, and foreign affairs. She holds a doctorate in public policy from the University of 
Texas at Austin, a master’s degree in international relations from Yale University, and a 
bachelor’s degree with honors in history from Lady Shri Ram College in New Delhi.

DANIEL MARKEY has two decades of academic, think tank, and government experience 
focused on international relations and U.S. policy in Asia with a particular focus on South 
Asia, and China’s evolving role in the region. He is a Senior Fellow at the School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) Foreign Policy Institute at Johns Hopkins University, where, as a 
Senior Research Professor in international relations, he launched and led the Master of Arts 
in Global Policy program and taught courses in international politics and policy. Dr. Markey 
is also a senior adviser on South Asia at the United States Institute of Peace. He has served on 
the State Department’s Policy Planning Staff and as a Senior Fellow for India, Pakistan, and 
South Asia at the Council on Foreign Relations. Dr. Markey is the author of China’s Western 
Horizon: Beijing and the New Geopolitics of Eurasia (Oxford, 2020). His commentary has been 
featured widely in U.S. and international media. Dr. Markey earned his bachelor’s degree in 
international relations from Johns Hopkins and his doctorate in politics from Princeton.

PRATAP BHANU MEHTA is the Laurance S. Rockefeller Professor for Distinguished 
Teaching at Princeton University and President of the Centre for Policy Research, New 
Delhi. Previously, he was a professor at the New York University School of Law, a Visiting 
Professor of Government at Harvard University, Associate Professor of Government 
and of Social Studies at Harvard, and, for a brief period, Professor of Philosophy and 
of Law and Governance at Jawaharlal Nehru University in New Delhi. Dr. Mehta was 
Member-Convenor of the Prime Minister of India’s National Knowledge Commission and 
has contributed to a number of reports for leading Indian and international governmental 
agencies. He was previously Vice-Chancellor of Ashoka University, from which he resigned 
in March 2021, protesting political encroachments on academic freedom. His resignation 
led to university-wide protests demanding his reinstatement. He has published widely in 
political theory, the history of ideas, Indian constitutional law, and politics in India. He 
received a bachelor’s degree in philosophy, politics, and economics from St. John’s College, 
Oxford, and a doctorate in politics from Princeton University. 
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Speakers

EMILY SCHMALL is an award-winning correspondent for The New York Times, currently 
based in Chicago. Previously, she was a Times correspondent in South Asia, where she 
covered, among many topics, India’s struggles to include more women in its booming 
economy. She also covered Indian government policy, social uprisings, wealth and inequality, 
and the rise of Hindu nationalism. Earlier, she was an Associated Press correspondent in 
South Asia and Texas. Before joining AP, she was a roving foreign correspondent filing 
with datelines from a dozen countries across five continents. Her writing has appeared 
in many other outlets, including the BBC, the Miami Herald, Newsweek, Financial Times, 
Christian Science Monitor, World Policy Journal, Salon, and Forbes. She earned awards for 
her coverage of the 2014 Ebola virus outbreak in Dallas and for an extensive investigation 
of sexual assaults in U.S. public schools. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Spanish from Bard 
College and a master’s in journalism from Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. 

PRERNA SINGH is the Mahatma Gandhi Associate Professor of Political Science and 
International and Public Affairs, in conjunction with the Watson Institute at Brown 
University. Her research focuses on the improvement of human well-being, particularly 
as it relates to the promotion of social welfare on the one hand, and to the mitigation of 
ethnic conflict and competition, on the other. Her book How Solidarity Works for Welfare: 
Subnationalism and Social Development in India (Cambridge University Press, 2016) was 
awarded both the American Political Science Association’s Woodrow Wilson Prize for 
the best book published in politics and international relations, as well as the American 
Sociological Association’s Barrington Moore Book Award for the best title published in 
comparative and historical sociology. She is currently working on a range of collaborative 
projects around the themes of nationalism and public health. This includes coauthoring 
(with Matthias vom Hau) National Solidarities and Strong States: When and Why Ethnic 
Diversity Is Not a Curse for Development and Democracy, for Cambridge University Press.

ARVIND SUBRAMANIAN is an Indian economist who served as Chief Economic Adviser 
to the Government of India from 2014 to 2018. Subramanian is a Senior Fellow at the 
Peterson Institute for International Economics, having previously taught at Brown, 
Ashoka, and Harvard Universities. In 2011, Foreign Policy magazine named him one of the 
world’s top 100 global thinkers. As Chief Economic Adviser, Subramanian oversaw the 
design and implementation of a number of policy initiatives (including India’s national 
Goods and Services Tax) and the publication of the annual Economic Survey of India, which 
became a widely read document on Indian economic policy and development and elevated 
the public discourse on economics. Subramanian is the author of the award-winning 
Eclipse: Living in the Shadow of China’s Economic Dominance (2011) and India’s Turn: 
Understanding the Economic Transformation (2008). His op-eds and essays have been 
published in The Economist, Financial Times, Washington Post, New York Times,  
Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, New York Review of Books, and the Business Standard, 
India’s leading financial daily.

Submit your questions for speakers anytime to camcon2024@gmail.com
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Speakers

ASHLEY J. TELLIS holds the Tata Chair for Strategic Affairs and is a Senior Fellow at the 
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, specializing in international security and U.S. 
foreign and defense policy, with a special focus on Asia and the Indian subcontinent. While 
on assignment to the U.S. Department of State as Senior Adviser to the Undersecretary of 
State for Political Affairs, he was intimately involved in negotiating the 2008 civil nuclear 
cooperation agreement with India. He has served as Senior Adviser to the Ambassador at 
the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi. He also served on the National Security Council staff as 
Special Assistant to President George W. Bush and Senior Director for Strategic Planning 
and Southwest Asia. He is a Counselor at the National Bureau of Asian Research, the 
Research Director of its Strategic Asia program, and coeditor of the program’s eighteen 
most recent annual volumes, including this year’s Strategic Asia 2023-24: Reshaping 
Economic Interdependence in the Indo-Pacific. He is the author of Striking Asymmetries: 
Nuclear Transitions in Southern Asia (2022).

Indian-born political scientist and academic ASHUTOSH VARSHNEY is the Sol Goldman 
Professor of International Studies and the Social Sciences, and Professor of Political 
Science, at Brown University, where he directs the Saxena Center for Contemporary 
South Asia at the Watson Institute for International and Public Affairs. Dr. Varshney’s 
research and teaching cover three areas: Ethnicity and Nationalism; Political Economy of 
Development; and South Asian Politics and Political Economy. His books include Battles 
Half Won: India’s Improbable Democracy (2013) and Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus 
and Muslims in India (Yale, 2002). He is a contributing editor to the Indian Express, an 
English-language daily published in Mumbai. He served on the UN Millennium Task Force 
on Poverty and has also served as an adviser to the World Bank, the UN Development 
Programme, and the Club of Madrid. Dr. Varshney is currently working on three projects: a 
multicountry effort on cities and ethnic conflict; the political economy of urbanization in 
India; and Indian politics and society between elections. He earned his doctorate at M.I.T.

INDIA

CANADA

MEXICO

USA

INDIA IS 1/3 THE SIZE OF  
THE UNITED STATES  

WITH 4X THE POPULATION
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Who We Are
Welcome to the 37th annual Camden Conference! Thirty-
seven years is an impressive run for an event such as 
this, but the world keeps giving us interesting, timely 
and important things to discuss. Thanks to the Program 
Committee’s crystal ball, each year’s conference has been 
ahead of the curve on issues of global significance, even 
though the topic is chosen more than a year in advance.

The Camden Conference offers a unique opportunity to 
learn about and explore major issues in world affairs—
“bringing the world to Maine,” as we like to say. So here we 
are again, with India occupying center stage in the Camden 
Opera House. Fascinating and relevant in myriad ways, 
India is fast becoming even more so. Our distinguished 
speakers will bring this intriguing country into sharp 
focus. Your presence this February means the world to us.

In addition to the February conference, we continue 
to reach a wider audience throughout the year via our 
Community Events held in public libraries, and our 
diligent promotion of high school and college courses 
related to each year’s theme. Always striving to connect 
and reconnect with our supportive audience, this year 
we began what we hope will become an innovative way 
to bring even more of the world to Maine. We held three 
special fundraising events to reconnect you with a trio of 
individuals who have made an impact on local audiences: 
David Brancaccio, our moderator for the past four  
Conferences, appeared in August on a stage of his own; 
Sergei Medvedev, seen virtually in 2021 and 2022, arrived in 
October to provide his perspective on Russia and Ukraine; 
and Stephen Huyler, who last appeared in advance of 
the 2010 Afghanistan, Pakistan, India Conference, shared 
his decades of India experience in December. Large and 
appreciative audiences attended all three events.

All of what we do is primarily accomplished by dozens 
of local volunteers who devote immense energy to the 
organization, putting in countless hours throughout the 
year. Still, the cost of ”bringing the world to Maine” is 
significant. Vital financial support comes from ticket sales, 
memberships, corporate sponsorships, foundation grants, 
and your individual gifts. To learn more about supporting 
the non-profit Camden Conference and to review past 
conferences and other events, please visit camdenconfer-
ence.org. Thank you! We’re glad you’re with us! 

Past Conferences
2023: Global Trade and Politics: Managing Turbulence

2022: Europe: Challenged at Home and Abroad

2021: The Geopolitics of the Arctic

2020: The Media Revolution: Changing the World

2019: Is This China’s Century? 

2018: New World Disorder and America’s Future 

2017: Refugees and Global Migration: Humanity’s Crisis 

2016: The New Africa 

2015: Russia Resurgent 

2014: The Global Politics of Food and Water 

2013: The Middle East: What Next? 

2012: The U.S. in a 21st Century World: Do We Have What it Takes? 

2011: The Challenges of Asia 

2010: Afghanistan, Pakistan, India: Crossroads of Conflict 

2009: Global Leadership and the U.S. Role in World Affairs 

2008: Religion as a Force in World Affairs 

2007: Europe: Old Continent in a New World 

2006: China on the World Stage 

2005: The Middle East: Compromise or Conflagration? 

2004: Foreign Policy for the 21st Century: Seeking a Balance? 

2003: Two Worlds Under Pressure: The Growing Crises of Population  
	 and Movement

2002: The Politics of Energy and Water 

2001: Globalization: Its Impact on You and Me 

2000: Southeast Asia 

1999: Africa: South of the Sahara 

1998: Latin America: Troubled Past, Uncertain Future 

1997: The World’s Only Superpower: Challenge or Curse? 

1996: Islam and Politics in the Middle East 

1995: China 

1994: Russia: Today and Tomorrow 

1993: The United States and Japan: A Critical Relationship 

1992: The New World Order: What Will It Be? 

1991: The Global Environment: A Foreign Policy Agenda 

1990: U.S. Foreign Policy and International Trade: The Mutual Impact 

1989: The Influence of the News Media in Shaping U.S. Foreign Policy 

1988: The Making of American Foreign Policy: Myth and Reality
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Camden Conference Student  
Education Programs
An important part of the Camden Conference mission 
is its commitment to help Maine college and high school 
students become global citizens through their partic-
ipation at the Conference. Generous supporters make 
this possible through their donations during the spring 
fundraising campaign for the Camden Conference Student 
Education Fund. Students from throughout Maine attend 
the Conference; take courses for credit designed by their 
instructors based on the current Conference topic; and 
provide evidence of learning through a project, community 
presentation, essay, or other demonstration.

We’re excited that this year’s venues for the Camden 
Conference in the Classroom have returned to the Camden 
Opera House in Camden. In 2023, 13 high schools (rural, 
urban, public, and private) participated at the University 
of Southern Maine in Portland. In 2024, 17 high schools are 
participating, moving the Conference closer to our goal 
of attracting 20 high schools a year. Schools have offered 
differing ways for students to achieve an understanding 
of this year’s topic such as a year-long course, a semester 
course, a special unit inside a general course, an AP course, 
or an expressly-designed independent study. Participating 
in the Conference offers these young scholars of the world 
the opportunity to meet fellow students they might not 
otherwise encounter. The single venue also allows for 
student-centered activities outside the Conference sessions 
where these young Mainers can interact and discuss some  
of the central issues of our time.

In 2024, the following high schools will be participating: 
Bonny Eagle Lake High School (Standish), Brewer School 
Dept. (Brewer), Camden Hills Regional High School 
(Rockport), Ecology Learning Center (Unity),  
Edward Little High School (Auburn), Foxcroft Academy 
(Dover-Foxcroft), Gould Academy (Bethel), Greenville 
Consolidated High School (Greenville), Hampden Academy 
(Hampden), Leavitt High School (Turner), Maine Academy 
of Natural Sciences (Hinckley), Oak Hill High School (Wales), 
Oceanside High School (Rockland), Orono High School 
(Orono), Piscataquis Community High School (Guilford), 
Sanford High School (Sanford), Watershed School (Camden).

College and university participants have similar opportu-
nities and obligations to those of the high schools and are 
enrolled in conference-related courses.  

The 2024 college and university participants include: 
University of Maine at Farmington, University of  
Southern Maine, University of Maine School of Policy  
and International Affairs at Orono.

Community Events
The Camden Conference Community Events Committee 
partners with local libraries every year to organize a 
vibrant program of free public events related to the annual 
theme. From lectures by local people who have particular 
knowledge in the topic, to book and film discussion groups, 
these events were offered in a variety of ways this year. 
Some libraries present speakers to an in-person audience, 
while some were hybrid events, giving the audience a 
choice of attending in-person or on Zoom. Some speakers 
presented on Zoom only. Several of the events were 
recorded, allowing for later viewing on our website. We 
are grateful to our 16 library partners and the dedicated 
librarians who made it possible for hundreds of attendees 
to enjoy these events.
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Participating Libraries
Auburn Public Library, Donna Wallace 
Lithgow Public Library, Augusta, Sarah Schultz-Nielsen 
Patten Free Library, Bath, Lesley Dolinger, Hannah Lackoff 
Belfast Free Library, Brenda Harrington 
Blue Hill Public Library, Kaleigh Thomas 
Camden Public Library, Julia Sagaser 
Cushing Public Library, Wendy Roberts 
Prince Memorial Library, Cumberland, Thomas C Bennett, 
Kelly Greenlee 
Falmouth Memorial Library, Genna Mayotte, Keelin des Rosiers 
Portland Public Library, Sarah Moore, Myles Robert 
Rockland Public Library, Em Lewis 
Rockport Public Library, Julia Pierce 
Scarborough Public Library, Chip Schrader, Elsa Rowe 
Southwest Harbor Public Library, Erich Reed 
Merrill Memorial Library, Yarmouth, Heidi Grimm,  
Michael Carnes and Courtney Kleftis 
York Public Library, Michelle Sampson, Sophie Smith  
and Karen Blass

Call for Volunteers
Volunteers drive the Camden Conference! Our committees are 
comprised of people willing to give their time and expertise 
to planning and executing not only the February Conference, 
but also the education programs and free community events 
that take place throughout the year. We are always in need of 
volunteers, so if you are interested in meeting and working 
with a group of like-minded individuals, let us know. We 
would love to discuss the possibilities with you.

Camden Conference Committees
Community Events
Jane Nyce, Chair
Bill Bachofner
Ellen Goldsmith
Wayne Hobson
Cat Lyon
Vee Sheehan
Judy Stein

Development 
Jim Hengerer, Chair
Charlie Graham
Bob Hirsch
Rendle Jones
Jane Nyce
Ward Wickwire

Education
Dwight Blue, Chair
Matt Storin
Susana Hancock
Elaine Keyes
Pete Lodge
Theresa McMannus
Merlin Miller
Tom Oeltmann
Laurie Stone
Erin Towns

Finance
Rendle Jones, Chair
Don Abbott
Wayne Hobson
Elaine Keyes

Hospitality
Mary Jo Bateman
Kathleen Hirsch

Marketing 
Nick Mills, Chair
Don Abbott
Charlie Gale
Vee Sheehan
Matt Storin

Program 
Bruce Cole, Acting Chair
JoAnne Bander
George Cooke
Mac Deford
Susana Hancock
Bob Hirsch
Karin Look
Jim Matlack
John Reed
Tom Remington

Southern Maine
Vee Sheehan, Chair
Pamelia Barry
Susan Carter
Andrea Hester
Karen Massey
Betsy Mayberry
Eva McVicar
Lenore Rapkin
Kathleen Sutherland

Community Events Presenters
Douglas Allen

Marta Ameri

Jennifer Atkinson

Judith Bing

Jon Cavallero

Anita Charles
Stephanie Curcion  
(moderator for Rockport  
discussion group)

Kate Dempsey

Sandra Garson

Girija Godbole

Ellen Goldsmith

Cipperly Good

William Hall

Brooke Harrington

Ustad Shafaat Kahn  
(in collaboration with  
Portland Ovations)

Erik Klausmeyer
Scott Miller  
(co-facilitator Blue Hill  
discussion group)

Asif Nawaz

Dee Patel 

Raj Saha

Bob Sargent  
(co-facilitator Blue Hill  
discussion group)

Nikky Singh
Judy Stein  
(moderator for Belfast  
discussion group)

Kathleen Sutherland

Sonja Thomas
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GLOBAL GIVING CIRCLE
Jeannie Murphy
David and Gayle Noble
John and Cynthia Reed 

PRESIDENT’S CLUB
Davies Allan and Nancy Shaul
Laureen Bedell
John and Barbara Davidson 
James and Judith Hengerer 
Robert and Kathleen Hirsch 
Rendle and Patricia Jones 
Mike and Wendy Laidlaw 
Andrew Love 
Bill and Eileen Shaughnessy
Susan Taylor 

AMBASSADOR
Robert and Leslie Fillnow
Diana Rigg 
Matthew and Keiko Storin 
Ward and Tracy Wickwire

DIPLOMAT
Don and Penny Abbott 
Douglas Bates and E. Lynn Kay 
John and Mary Beard 
Stephen and Susan Black
Edward Cady
Ann and Bruce Cole
Thomas M. and Zehra Deford 
Tom DeMarco and Sally Smyth
Gretchen Gandini
Anthony and Sally Grassi
William and Nancy Hall
Scott Hoyt 
Gregory Johnson and Carol Hancock 
Steven Koltai
Troy and Pat Murray 
J.P. and Kaki Smith 
Patricia Smith and Richard Tucker 
Judy Stein 
Ronald Stern and Elisse Walters
Terry Strine
Carlisle Towery and Susan Deutsch 
Katharine J. Watson 
Ted and Mary Jo Wiese 
Joan Wright and Howard Robbins 

CONSUL
Anonymous
Susan Abt 
Albert and Linda Alschuler 
John and Margaret Atwood
Ron and Sally Bancroft 
JoAnne Bander 
Roger Berle and Lesley MacVane
George Cooke and Laura Beckering
Elaine Coulon
Clifford and Sheryl Dacso
Craig and Dawn Evans
Tony and Sarah Everdell

Alan and Sally Gayer
Charles and Dorothea Graham 
Claudia and Michael Griffiths 
Elizabeth Harder 
Wayne and Sharon Hobson
Peter Imber and Jo Dondis 
David and Ann Ingram
Gerald and Evelyn Isom
Jason Jones
James Kuhn and Ellen Sturgis
Catherine Lerme
Jon and Penny Linn
Karin and George Look
William Low 
Christopher Lyman and Lori Frazer 
Charles Mamane and  
	 Cathy Landau-Painter 
Dennis McGuirk 
Edmund and Phoebe Megna
Merlin and Carlotta Miller
Sarah Miller and David Babski 
Kenneth and Mary Pennell Nelson
Jane and Jim Nyce 
Bob and Mary Rackmales
Ann Ramsay-Jenkins
F. Eugene Reil 
Walter and Barbara Reitz 
Ellen Seidman and Walt Slocombe
Dwight Sholes
Jane Smith and Byron Borst 
Stephanie Smith 
Andrew Stancioff and Randall Chanler
Deirdre Strachan and Jose Mas 
Jan Terry 
Judy and Hugh Tilson
Rich Tozier and Carol Gillette
Jonathan Treat and Leslie Aitken
Deborah Weiss 

ENVOY
Anonymous
Mashaal and Tammie Ahmadieh 
Marlene Allison 
Norman and Maryann Alt
Bill and Carol Bachofner
David Barry
Sandra Beach Lin
Mimi Benedict and Skip Hoblin
J. Brooke Harrington and Judith Bing
Kenneth Bishop
Sid and Martha Block 
Dave Brown and Jane Covey
Gerald and Dorothea Buckley 
James and Susan Carter 
Katharine Cartwright and Dan Verrillo 
Beryl Charlton 
Laurie Cleghorn-Stone
Mike and Betsy Connelly
Philip and Connie Conner 
Charlie Costello
Mary Doolan

Mary Doughty 
Charles and Nelia Dunbar
Patricia Eddy
Janet Edmunson and Jim Landau 
Sarah Fisher and Derek Webber 
Kurt and Lyell Franke 
Katherine Gibson
Louis and Cheryl Glasgow
Susan Grant
Barbara Grossbaum
Peter Haynes 
Ann Higgins 
Rona Hokanson 
Elizabeth Holt 
Barbara Hopkins 
Holly Hornor
Sallie Craig Huber
Mary Ireland 
James Jackson
William and Judith Jones
Elaine Keyes
Val Arthur and Carol Kratzman
Anton and Alison Lahnston 
Darrow Lebovici and Margaret Twohey
Michael Levey
Carl and Julie Lindquist 
Theodore and Betty Long 
Howard Lowell 
Edith K. Manns
Betsy Mayberry 
Fran McBrearty
Deborah McCarthy
Jane Monhart 
Diana Post
Surran Pyne
Lenore Rapkin
Andrew Raymond
Rick and Karin Rector
Louise and Peter Riley
Geoffrey and Katrina Robinson 
Marty and Paul Rogers 
John and Susan Roll
John and Karen Sanders 
Ineke Schair
Ina Lee Selden and Maurice Mandel
William Serovy 
Fred and Vee Sheehan 
Vicki Smith
Robert P. and Susan Snead
Charles and Sally Stone 
Neale Sweet and Betsy Perry
David and Paula Swetland
Robert Teague
Julie and Paul Tenan
Norman and Susan Thomas 
Melissa Tully 
Walter and Mary Voskian 
Ed and Elizabeth Warren
Cynthia Williams
Michael Zarin and Connie Brickson 
George Zentz

REPRESENTATIVE
Anonymous
Bob and Margaret Ackerman 
Oliver Ames
Fred and Jennifer Aronson
Noreen Bagley
Rahul Barua
Adria Bates
Wendy Batson and Bob Eaton 
Lucie Bauer and Annie Kiermaier
Ann Beaudry and Craig McEwen
Jonathan Beitler 
Julie Benavides
Fred and Ann Benson 
Dirck and Lee Born 
Jim and Felicity Bowditch
Bruce Bradbury
Kathy Brandes
Dick Brautigam
Ruben and Marjorie Brown
Lorrie and Mike Byrom 
David Camenga and Nora Arnold 
Dave Chosiad and Paula Thompson 
Nancy Cladel
Donald Clark
Bruce and Sherry Cobb 
Christine Cohen
Irvin and Jacqueline Cohen 
Susan Conard and David Randall
Tillman and Donna Crane
Ames Curtis and Marti Stone
LouAnn Daly 
Paul Desaulniers
Elizabeth Dunn
Penny Dunning
Jane Earley
Marianna Edmunds
Woody and Carole Emanuel
Terry Field 
Peter and Susan Fitzgerald 
Mike Flanagan
John Ford
Carol and Charles Gale 
Brenda Garrand
Christos and Christine Gianopoulos
Steve and Mary Gifford
Linda and Archibald Gillies 
Starr Gilmartin 
Elizabeth and John Gilmore
Merna and Joseph Guttentag 
Janet Haines
Nancy Hanrahan
Stephen and Loie Hanscom
John and Susan Herney 
Andrea and Chris Hester
Alison Hildreth
Kenneth Hillas
Donald and Lee Holmes
Carol Homan Holt
David Hoople and Wanda Hodsen
Nancy Hoople

Members and Supporters (As of January 24, 2024)
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Sally Hoople
Marilyn Hotch 
Rebecca and David Hotelling
Lee Huber
Kenneth Hyams and Elaine Potoker
David and Nancy Jackson 
Caroline Janover 
Ted and Susan Kanellakis 
Sven and Laurie Karlen
Barbara Klapprodt
Judith and Norman Lasca
Maryann Lindberg
Peter Lodge
Emily Lusher
Isabel Lyndon 
Virginia Manuel 
Karen Massey and Jeffrey Thaler
John and Wende McIlwain
Eva McVicar
Pat Messler 
Ed Modell and Merle Rockwell 
Carolyn Murray
Mary Neal and Wendy Wolf
Richard and Sandra Neiman
Colleen Newcomb
Edward and Shirley O’Keefe
Norm Olsen
Phyllis and Nick Orem 
Robin Patton and Alice Cahn
Nancy and Walter Pierce
Thomas Pike and Lys McLaughlin
Marcie and Stephen Porter
Lynn Potoff
Michael Prucker
Anne Ralte
Vifvan Rea
Joel and Rachel Reck 
Chris and Betsy Rector
Thomas and Nancy Roth Remington
Marianne Reynolds
Jonathan Rigg 
Sandra Roak 
Betty Robinson 

Peter Rothschild
Daniel and Wendy Rowland
Rachel Rubeor
Robert and Jane Sargent 
Eric Sass and Eveleen Severn-Sass 
Guy and Claudia Scalzi 
Susan Schor
Kathryn Scott
Patsy and Jeff Scott 
Christopher and Leigh Sherrill 
Seth Singleton 
Harry Sleeper
Charles Smith
Melissa Smith
Sarah Smith
Rachel Snow
Lavana Snyder and Max Scholz
Catherine Squires
Gloria Stein and Ted Fraumann
Elizabeth and William Stephenson
George Stewart
Virginia Swain
Robert Swegle
Abraham Tabachnick 
Jan Taft 
Joan Tilney
Carl Toney and Anne Summer
Vera Trojan
Ann Waigand
Sondra Wallace
Carmel Wilson
Steve Wolfson 
Winnie Wong

STUDENT FUND DONORS
Anonymous
Susan Abt
Davies Allan and Nancy Shaul
Tom Allen
Marlene Allison
John and Margaret Atwood
Bill and Carol Bachofner
Ron and Sally Bancroft

Laureen Bedell
Fred and Ann Benson
J. Brooke Harrington and Judith Bing
John and Mary Alice Bird
Dan Bookham and Jessie Davis
Leslie Bryant
Joan and Robert Butler
James and Susan Carter
Nancy Cladel
Laurie Cleghorn-Stone
Ann and Bruce Cole
Judith Coulon
Ames Curtis and Marti Stone
LouAnn Daly
Mary Doolan
Woody and Carole Emanuel
Tony and Sarah Everdell
Robert and Leslie Fillnow
Sarah Fisher and Derek Webber
Katherine Gibson
Linda and Archibald Gillies
Charles and Dorothea Graham
Barbara Grossbaum
William Hall
Susan and Richard Harris
Jennifer Hillman
Robert and Kathleen Hirsch
Roy and Debbi Hitchings
Wayne and Sharon Hobson
Rona Hokanson
Donald and Lee Holmes
Sally Hoople
Sallie Craig Huber
David and Ann Ingram
Gerald and Evelyn Isom
Caroline Janover
Jack and Evelyn Kane
Elaine Keyes
Jeanne Klainer
Karol Lawson
Lauren and Mark Lewis
Carl and Julie Lindquist
Karin and George Look

Edith K. Manns
Karen Massey and Jeffrey Thaler
James and Jean Matlack
Betsy Mayberry
Patricia Messler
Merlin and Carlotta Miller
Sima and Douglas Miska
John D. and Susan Morris
Troy and Pat Murray
Kenneth and Mary Pennell Nelson
Jane and Jim Nyce
Lynn Potoff
Joel and Rachel Reck
John and Cynthia Reed
F. Eugene Reil 
Jonathan Rigg
Diana Rigg
Sandra Roak
Marty and Paul Rogers 
Guy and Claudia Scalzi
Fred and Viola Sheehan
Pamela Siewers
Vernon Squires
Andrew Stancioff and Randall Chanler
Judy Stein
JB Stephens
Matthew and Keiko Storin
David and Paula Swetland
Jan Taft
Susan Taylor
Jan Terry
Susan Thornton and Joe Daley
Kiki Tidwell
Jonathan Treat and Leslie Aitken
Walter and Mary Voskian
Katharine J. Watson
Carolyn Wilson

Members and Supporters

Camden Conference  
Planned Giving Program
Please consider making a planned gift now to benefit the 
Conference in the future. Including a bequest to the Camden 
Conference in your estate planning ensures the quality of 
the Conference’s programs will continue for years to come. 
A legacy gift offers friends of the Conference a way to make 
a significant contribution to the ongoing, vitally important 
work of fostering informed dialogue about world issues. 
Please contact the Conference office for more information. 
Thank you.

Membership  
Program Information
The Camden Conference is counting on you! 
Your membership is vital to helping us thrive 
and fulfill our important mission to provide 
informed discourse on global issues to 
students and citizens of Maine and beyond. 
To see our membership opportunities and 
benefits, please follow this link:  
www.camdenconference.org/membership

Scan QR code 
for a quick link
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Notes

CABIN FEVER FILM FEST
Coming next Saturday, February 24, to the Camden Opera House is the 
4th Cabin Fever Film Fest, a micro festival brought to you by Camden 
International Film Festival. Don’t miss a full day of engaging documentary 
films right at the time of year when we need it most! 

FMI: bit.ly/cabinfever2024
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The 38th Camden Conference
February 21-23, 2025

DEMOCRACY UNDER THREAT:  A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

For the past two decades, liberal democracies worldwide have been under intense pressure 

from the resurgence of populist and nationalist ideologies.  The result has been a decline in 

individual freedoms and rules based international relations. The 38th Camden Conference will 

look at some of the specific drivers that challenge democracies around the world and some of 

the underlying contributing factors, including mass immigration and the failure of progressive 

reforms to remedy economic inequality.  These challenges threaten international peace and 

security, and raise the question—can such liberal democracies survive?

CAMDEN CONFERENCE 
207-236-1034 | info@camdenconference.org / camdenconference.org  

P.O. Box 882, Camden, Maine 04843


