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Survey History 
• Paul Starr, “The Creation of the Media” (2004). A terrific survey of media history. 
Recommend: 10/10 
 
Specific History 
• Alex S. Jones and Susan Tifft, "The Patriarch: The Rise and Fall of the Bingham 
Dynasty" (1993). The definitive history of a journalism dynasty whose younger 
generations sold the business. They focus on the family of the Louisville Courier, but this is 
the general story of the last 30 years of American journalism. Beautifully written. 
Recommend: 9/10.  
• Gay Talese, "The Kingdom and the Power" (1969). Talese is a little problematic now 
and the book is 50 years old, but boy is it good. Recommend: 7/10. 
 
Contemporary Journalism History 
• Dean Starkman, "The Watchdog That Didn't Bark: The Financial Crisis and the 
Disappearance of Investigative Journalism" (2014) — Less uplifting than some of the 
others, but this was a good attempt to answer the question, "Why didn't financial 
journalists see the Great Recession coming?" Recommend: 7/10. 
 
Accessible Scholarly Work 
• Matthew Hindman, "The Internet Trap" (2018) — A book which explains exactly how 
and why the internet has disrupted journalism, and why news organizations have struggled 
so much to regain their footing. An important work. Recommend: 8/10.  
• Nikki Usher, "Making News at the New York Times" (2014) — A scholarly 
ethnography of The New York Times struggling to confront digital change in the years just 
after they were forced to obtain a loan from Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim, an act 
which prompted Mark Bowden to openly speculate that the company was on the verge of 
failure. Recommend: 6/10. 
 
 
Additional readings: 
 
Scholarly 
• Keith Herndon, “The Decline of the Daily Newspaper: How an American Institution 
Lost the Online Revolution” (2012) — He's not a brilliant writer, but this book is the most 
careful and complete story of precisely what happened when newspapers met the internet, 
and exactly why newspapers lost. Not for casual readers, but absolutely mandatory reading 
for experts. Recommend: 5/10.  
 
Contemporary Journalism History 



• Dave Kindred, "Morning Miracle" (2010) — A reported history of The Washington Post 
struggling to confront digital change in the years just before Jeff Bezos bought the 
company.  A breezy, well-written snapshot of a moment in time. Recommend: 5/10. 
 
Survey History 
• Chalmers Roberts, "In the Shadow of Power: The Story of the Washington 
Post" (1989 — previously published 1977 as "The Washington Post: The First 100 Years"). 
For its official centenary history, The Post assigned one of its key Watergate journalists, 
Chalmers Roberts. It can be dry, but it's a very thorough overview. Recommend: 3/10. 
 
Award-Winning Reporting 
• Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein, “All the President’s Men” (1974) — Well, 
obviously. Recommend: 9/10. Only docking a point because everyone's already read it (or 
thinks they have). 
• John Carreyrou, "Bad Blood" (2018) — The Theranos book. It really is as good as 
everyone says. Recommend: 8/10. 
• Bethany McLean and Peter Elkind, "The Smartest Guys in the Room: The Amazing 
Rise and Scandalous Fall of Enron" (2003) — This book is essentially the same book as 
Bad Blood. 
• Brian Burroughs and John Helyar, "Barbarians at the Gate: The Fall of RJR 
Nabisco" (1989) — One of the great works of financial journalism of all time, as well as an 
epitaph for the 1980s.  
• Nan C. Robertson, The Girls in the Balcony: Women, Men, and the New York Times 
(1992). This book is well-regarded. It's about sexism in the news industry, so it certainly is 
not out of date. 
 


