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Preservation of a Nation 

 In recent news concerning climate change and environmental issues, Kiribati has been the 

most popular topic, but this is only because lay people do not realize the vast amount of 

landscape affected by these rising waters. Kiribati is not the only island nation in danger; and it is 

by no means in the most comparatively critical condition. In an article for Business Insider, 

Randy Astaiza lists several islands that are in critical condition including the Solomon Islands, 

Seychelles, and the Maldives. Kiribati is spread over 811 square kilometers, has a population of 

approximately 108,000, and has an elevation of 2 meters. However, the Maldives consist of 298 

square kilometers, a population of about 392,000 people, and has an elevation of 1.8 meters 

(World Factbook). With more people, less land, and an overall lower average elevation, the 

Maldives are at a higher risk of danger. Kiribati has developed a plan of relocation, which could 

be a viable option for the Maldives if planned and implemented wisely. The Maldive’s current 

plan is to avoid buying outside properties and instead focusing on building artificial land 

(Dauenhauer). However, the Maldives should use resources and land that are already available 

because it is a safer, more tangible option that can help surrounding islands. Countries that are 

capable of aiding island nations in disaster situations need to help in the relocation of these 

nations as a whole. In order to be successful in relocating the Maldives must choose new land,  
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hold a level of isolation from nearby nations, provide a tax break for families, and invest in 

protection from similar disaster to their new land. 

 The relocation of a nation as a whole has many possible complications. One large fear of  

people living on a group of isolated islands in the middle of the Indian Ocean might be the 

cultural tension associated with sharing a land mass with a separate country for the first time. 

While developing good relations with nearby countries is important, the Maldives would need to 

establish a foreign policy centered around gaining allies with larger and more physically distant 

nations. If the government of the Maldives tries to depend too heavily on their neighbors there is 

a high risk of social and political conflict. The people of the Maldives will be much more willing 

to migrate as a nation if their culture and political system remain untouched by outside powers in 

the process. The migration rate is already -12.7 per 1000 people in the Maldives (World 

Factbook). In a grand relocation, many of these people may not see a reason to remain in this 

country but instead to relocate to a different country entirely. To encourage population growth, 

legislation must be passed to allow tax breaks and financial welfare benefits for families willing 

to remain a part of the nation. The people of the Maldives will want similarity between their new 

home land and the islands they used to inhabit. By focusing on the unity of the nation as a 

culturally and politically unique society while also aiding the economic needs of its citizens, the 

people will feel more secure in their ambitions to migrate. 

 When this nation relocates, the first concern of the citizens will be whether or not they 

can protect and maintain their new home land. They will want to see some effort to protect their 

land in order to ensure that they will not have to relocate again. There are many efforts currently 

throughout the world to stop flooding and to compensate for lost land. For example, the 
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Netherlands have created a system of strategically dumping sand and allowing the ocean currents 

to distribute it to precise locations in order to resist the ocean itself. This system is called a Sand 

Engine and is drastically cheaper than restocking beaches to protect the land (Katz). If this kind 

of preservation could be implemented to the new location of the Maldives before they even begin 

to establish there, it will help conserve the land, condole removed citizens with their new safety, 

and save money in the long run.  

 Furthermore, the new relocation land must have access to the ocean and have a similar 

climate to what the citizens are used to. Some of the crucial pillars of their economy are based on 

the marine habitat around them, such as the fishing industry (World Factbook). The population 

density of the Maldives is incredibly high compared to surrounding islands. In 2018, the 

population density of the Maldives is 1,480 people per square km. and on the nearby island of Sri 

Lanka the population density is only 334 people per square km (Gapminder). These people do 

not highly exploit the resources fishing in Sri Lanka which leaves an open opportunity for the 

people of the Maldives to continue to make a living from. Also, the mean elevation of Sri Lanka 

is 228 meters above sea level (World Factbook). This would decrease the population density of 

the relocated people and provide a safer location with less fear of the rising water elevation.  

 Though Sri Lanka is very closely located and close in climate to the Maldives thereby 

giving it a similar climate, the island of Papua New Guinea is safer from rising waters and is a 

drastically less populated area than either Sri Lanka or the Maldives. With an approximate 

population density of only 18.5 people per square km, a relocation of this many people would 

cause less societal friction and resource shortages in Papua New Guinea (Gapminder). Papua 

New Guinea is very close to the equator, which resembles the relative location of the Maldives, 
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yet it has a higher average elevation of 667 meters which is much safer than several meters. 

Moreover, Papua New Guinea has a land mass of 452,680 square kilometers and Sri Lanka has a 

land mass of about 64,630 square kilometers (World Factbook). Comparatively, this is an 

unbelievable amount of land. Ultimately, both of these nations have the capability of sustaining 

larger populations with protection from the ocean. 

 Even though there is eligible land to move the people of the Maldives to, it may seem like 

an overwhelming toll on the country’s economy. In the case of Kiribati, the nation paid a total of 

$8.77 million for the piece of land in the Fiji islands that they acquired (Caramel). In 2013, the 

GDP of Kiribati was 2.45 billion, however in the Maldives the overall GDP was 3.36 billion 

(Gapminder). If Kiribati has a lower GDP and can purchase land in Fiji, then this should also not 

be a barrier for the Maldives in purchasing new land.  

 The islands of Papua New Guinea and Sri Lanka are possible candidates for the 

relocation of the Maldives. Though this may require philanthropic efforts from larger, stable 

nations, it is a completely plausible course of action. While some islands are spending money on 

creating new land, other surrounding nations have minuscule population rates and overwhelming 

opportunities on their unused land. Lack of research and legislation for these artificial islands 

could evolve over time and investing money into them may not exactly pay off as a sustainable 

option. On the contrary investing in already formed land is legally represented and a safer option 

in the long run for a small nation such as the Maldives. The relocation will be a difficult journey 

but it is a key part of their future as a nation and will begin their progress of rebuilding, planning, 

and structuring their new homeland. 
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