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I
wonder if the small group that founded the Camden Conference in 

ever imagined that their idea would become a respected and beloved winter
weekend in Maine as well as a vibrant organization sponsoring dozens of
other events and programs statewide throughout the calendar year?
   How is it that we have succeeded in our mission to explore and illuminate

issues of global importance for three decades? I think there are two main 
reasons. The importance of understanding what is happening in our world
has become only more crucial for all of us. And the Camden Conference
through the years has managed to attract outstanding and dedicated volunteers
who live right here in our midst to keep us relevant and enriched.
   So, please take a look at our brochure and I think you’ll agree that we

have every reason to be proud of our accomplishments and the difference we
make in the community.
   The Camden Conference is only as strong as those of us who give our

time and energy and as our supporters who show their appreciation and
generosity. We look forward to continuing our work to bring the world to
Maine for many years to come!

Peter Imber, President, Camden Conference

Celebrating the Past
Facing the Future

“At a time when America seems
exhausted from the Cold War, from 9/11,
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan…
you in Camden continue to assemble a
citizens’ conference—a peoples’ foreign
policy conference—where you are
debating the most urgent problems facing
our country.” 

— R. NICHOLAS BURNS, PROFESSOR OF THE

PRACTICE OF DIPLOMACY AND INTERNA-
TIONAL RELATIONS, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

AND FORMER U.S. DIPLOMAT
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T
oday, when increasingly there is an inclination to over-
simplify complex questions, the Camden Conference is
proudest of its steadfast commitment to nonpartisan and
in-depth discussion of the critical global challenges facing

the world. We know we reach an audience hungry for a clearer
understanding of the most important issues of our times.

      

With a vibrant -year tradition, the Conference has never
veered from its most basic mission and dedication to “Foster
informed discourse on world issues.” Our attendees are
presented the most current thinking from policy makers, scholars,
journalists, and whoever else we believe can illuminate the annual
topic we select and focus on. We provide extensive question-
and-answer opportunities for our audience—a hallmark of the
Camden Conference for three decades.
      Students in particular benefit from their Conference
experiences. Our Student Education Fund makes it possible for
hundreds of students from Maine colleges and high schools to
attend the Conference annually. Our contribution to helping
prepare tomorrow’s citizens for the world they will inherit is an
important component of what we do.

      

John Voll Robert B. Zoellick Peter Winn Margaret Dongo David Wurfel Michael Sandel Matthew Simmons 

Committed
To learning about our world

“I was deeply impressed
by the enthusiasm and
seriousness of the
audience, the hospitality of
all involved, and your…
commitment to ensuring
that our fellow citizens are
well-informed about the
issues and challenges
facing our country today.”

— THOMAS GRAHAM

SENIOR FELLOW, JACKSON

INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL

AFFAIRS, YALE UNIVERSITY
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F
or  years the Camden Conference has been inviting 
the best and the brightest minds to Maine to share their
perspectives with an engaged and enthusiastic audience. 
To date, nearly  speakers from five continents have

participated in our Conferences. Many have also been our
best ambassadors, praising the high quality of our programs
as well as the warm hospitality they have experienced here in
Camden, Maine.

      

Phyllis Oakley Robert Kaplan General Tony Zinni James Lilley David Calleo Rev. J. Bryan Hehir Brent Scowcroft 

S
ince the Conference’s beginning, its organizers have been
confronted with a call to expand the event’s valuable content
beyond Camden. With the advent of the Internet, we have
been able to make that possible. In addition to our Camden

Opera House audience, we have been streaming the Conference
live to other venues, including Rockland, Belfast, and Portland—
increasing our weekend attendance to close to ,. 
      Additionally, videos of all speaker presentations are posted
to the www.camdenconference.org website within weeks of the
February Conference, insuring that anyone can view it in its
entirety for free. The little forum that began in  with a few
dozen participants gathered in the Camden Public Library has
now evolved into one that reaches the entire world.

Streamed live
Beyond Camden

Recognized
For our history of excellence
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“…The Camden Conference just might be the best conference
of its type in the United States.”

— BOB JACKSON HOUSTON, TEXAS

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2009

207-236-1034 • 1-877-214-8579
info@camdenconference.org
www.camdenconference.org

And the 
U.S. Role 
in World
Affairs
Camden Opera House
Camden, Maine

SATELLITE VENUES: 

Strand Theatre
Rockland

Hutchinson Center
Belfast

Hannaford Auditorium
Portland

The 22nd Annual Camden Conference February 20-22, 2009 

The Camden Conference is partially sponsored by:

�

THE 21ST ANNUAL CAMDEN CONFERENCE February 22–24, 2008
Camden Opera House
Camden, Maine

Satellite venues: 

Strand Theatre
Rockland

Hannaford Auditorium
Portland

Camden Opera House
Camden, Maine

Satellite venues: 

Strand Theatre
Rockland

Hannaford Auditorium
Portland

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2008 The Camden Conference is
partially sponsored by:207-236-1034

info@camdenconference.org

www.camdenconference.org

Europe
Old Continent in a New World

The 20th Annual Camden Conference

February 23–25, 2007
Camden Maine . 207-236-1034 . info@camdenconference.org . www.camdenconference.org

February 23–25, 2007
Camden Maine . 207-236-1034 . info@camdenconference.org . www.camdenconference.org

The Camden Conference is partially sponsored by:CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2007

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2006

The 19th Annual Camden Conference

ON THE WORLD STAGE
FEBRUARY 24-26, 2006 | Camden, Maine

207.236.1034
info@camdenconference.org
www.camdenconference.org

The Camden Conference is partially sponsored by:

CAMDEN, MAINE FEBRUARY 25-27,  2005

FOR INFORMATION:

207.236.1034
info@camdenconference.org
www.camdenconference.org
21 Elm Street • P.O. Box 882 • Camden, Maine 04843

THE MIDDLE EAST
COMPROMISE OR
CONFLAGRATION?

CAMDEN OPERA HOUSE
Free to the public on Friday evening

The Camden Conference is partially sponsored by 

THE 18th CAMDEN CONFERENCE

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2005

THE 17TH CAMDEN CONFERENCE

FEBRUARY 27-29, 2004
Camden Opera House
Free to the public on Friday evening.

FOR INFORMATION:
The Camden Conference
207. 236.1034
info@camdenconference.org 
www.camdenconference.org
21 Elm Street � P. O. Box 882 � Camden, Maine 04843 

The Camden Conference is partially sponsored by Camden National Bank and Maine Community Foundation.

U.S. FOREIGN POLICY
for the 21st Century: 

?Seeking a Balance?

TWORLDS
UNDERPRESSURE
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CAMDEN CONFERENCE 
February 7–9, 2003
CAMDEN OPERA HOUSE 29 Elm Street, Camden Maine
Free to the public on Friday evening
For information:  
The Camden Conference • 21 Elm Street  •  P.O. Box 882 • Camden, Maine 04841 • (207) 236-1034
info@camdenconference.org  •  www.camdenconference.org

The Camden Conference is partially underwritten by Maine’s Classical Network



I
n addition to the February Conference, our organization
plans and sponsors dozens of related events in communities
around Maine throughout the year. Most involve local people
as presenters who have a background or expertise in our

annual topic.  

    

Libraries throughout the state receive stipends from us to
purchase books and videos about our topic and in return host
events free of charge in their communities. These community
events have drawn thousands of people a year, insuring that
Maine residents are included in our exploration of our Confer-
ence topic, even if they don’t attend the February Conference
itself. 

      

Ahmed Rashid Chas W. Freeman, Jr. Gov. Bill Richardson Robin Wright Fred Kirschenmann Matthew Rojansky Ofeibea Quist-Arcton 

Community Events
It’s more than a weekend in
February

Connected
With our partners across the
State

�  Schools and Universities
�  Libraries/Community Events
�  Camden Conference Venues
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…“American democracy, like all democracies, depends upon
informed and rational public debate for successful operation and
ultimate survival. …The Camden Conference has played an
important role with meeting those needs in Maine and beyond.”

— FORMER U.S. SENATOR GEORGE J. MITCHELL

Portland

Rockland

Camden

Belfast

The Global Politics of 

FOOD 
AND 
WATER

The 27th Annual Camden Conference

Camden Opera House, CAMDEN MAINE
SATELLITE VENUES:
Strand Theatre, ROCKLAND
Hutchinson Center, BELFAST

207-236-1034 • 1-877-214-8579 • info@camdenconference.org • www.camdenconference.org

February 21-23, 2014

2014Camden Opera House, CAMDEN MAINE

SATELLITE VENUES:
Strand Theatre, ROCKLAND
Hutchinson Center, BELFAST
The Grand, ELLSWORTH

207-236-1034  • 1-877-214-8579  •  info@camdenconference.org  •  www.camdenconference.org

The Middle East

2013

The 26th Annual Camden Conference

WHAT
NEXT?
FEBRUARY 22-24, 2013

February 19-21, 2016
Camden Opera House
CAMDEN, MAINE
SATELLITE VENUES: 
Strand Theatre, ROCKLAND
Hutchinson Center, BELFAST
Lee Auditorium, PORTLAND

207-236-1034  • 1-877-214-8579

www.camdenconference.org

The 28th Annual Camden Conference

Camden Opera House
CAMDEN, MAINE

SATELLITE VENUES: 
Strand Theatre, ROCKLAND
Hutchinson Center, BELFAST

207-236-1034  • 1-877-214-8579
www.camdenconference.org

February 20-22, 2015
ASIA

THE CHALLENGES OF

The 24th Annual Camden Conference

February 18-20, 2011

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2011
Camden Opera House
Camden Maine

SATELLITE VENUES:  

Strand Theatre Rockland

Hutchinson Center Belfast

Grand Theater Ellsworth

207-236-1034 • 1-877-214-8579
info@camdenconference.org 
www.camdenconference.org

February 19-21, 2010

Afghanistan
Pakistan

India

CAMDEN CONFERENCE

2010

The 23rd Annual Camden Conference 

Camden Opera House
Camden Maine

SATELLITE VENUES:  

Strand Theatre, Rockland
Hutchinson Center, Belfast

207-236-1034 • 1-877-214-8579
info@camdenconference.org 
www.camdenconference.org



Please Join Us
Become a member
The Camden Conference has broad community support and
loyal attendees who make the trip here annually but our Feb-
ruary ticket sales account for just half of the revenue we need
to fund all our annual programs. Bringing speakers to Maine
from around the world and maintaining the technical quality
of our video production is expensive. In order to meet our
budget additional funds are raised from individual, household
and business memberships, private donor gifts, corporate
sponsorships, and foundation grants.

We are committed to keeping our ticket fees as affordable as
we can, but without the additional help from our membership,
this will not be possible. By becoming a member, you will be
insuring that we can continue to be respected as one of
Maine’s outstanding events and organizations. 

Support a student
The Conference welcomes students and teachers to attend the
Conference and the Student Education Fund helps underwrite
this effort. Every donation—no matter how small—helps a
student be included in our mission. Invest in the future!

Volunteer
Remarkably, the Camden Conference employs just one full-
time staff member and one part-time assistant. The explanation
for the amazing success of an event of this caliber and scope is
that, from its inception, we have been driven by talented,
high-energy volunteers.

Whether it’s coming up with ideas for a speaker, writing a
foundation grant, or helping to publicize an event, there are
many ways to get involved. Volunteers are the very backbone
of the Camden Conference. Come and join us! 

Contact us
Camden Conference
P.O. Box  • Camden, ME 

-- • -- • info@camdenconference.org

www.camdenconference.org
Follow us on 

“I began attending the conference nine years ago and
each year that I go back I feel my world growing
larger and my aspirations soaring.”

— MAGGIE SAMUELS, STUDENT, HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE


