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About the Camden Conference

E

very year since 1987 the Camden Conference has provided interested individuals
from Midcoast Maine and beyond an opportunity to learn first-hand from, and
engage directly with, renowned experts on issues of global importance. Each
year, a topic is selected and speakers from government, academia, international
organizations, the media and business are invited to participate in a three-day
conference in Camden in February, which is simultaneously streamed to audiences in
Belfast, Portland, and Rockland. Each speaker addresses a facet of the year’s topic,
answers questions from the audience in all three locations, and participates in an
exchange of ideas throughout the weekend. All the talks are subsequently made
available to all at our website, www.camdenconference.org.
Previous Camden Conference programs have examined Religion as a Force in World
Affairs, Global Leadership, and The Global Politics of Food and Water. The Conference
has also focused on geopolitical areas including the Middle East, Asia, Europe, and
Latin America. The February 2016 Camden Conference considered the vast and
diverse continent of Africa.
Exciting as the weekend is, the Camden Conference has over the years become a
much bigger presence in the educational and intellectual life of our area and state.
Dozens of events related to the annual Conference theme or promoting “informed
discourse on world issues” are held in communities across Maine. These “Community
Events” include lectures, symposia, and senior-college courses; group discussions of
selected articles and film clips; and longer films, art exhibits, and other cultural
programs. All are open to the public and most are free of charge. They are led by
scholars and other well-informed area residents.
The Camden Conference works to enhance teaching of global affairs in Maine
universities, colleges and high schools by subsidizing and encouraging student attendance at the February Conference—often in the context of courses directly related to
the Conference theme—staging student-oriented and student-led events around the
Conference, and developing teaching aids that use film clips from the Conference.
The Camden Conference is a nonpartisan, federally tax-exempt, not-for-profit
501(c)(3) corporation. The Board of Directors includes residents of several Midcoast
towns, all of whom volunteer their time, talent, and energy to organize the Conference
and related programs.
Financial support for the Camden Conference comes from attendance fees; memberships; individual gifts; and grants from institutions, foundations, and corporations.
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oday’s Africa is radically different
from the continent portrayed in
most textbooks or even in much
of the contemporary media. It is home
to the world’s poorest nations, yet a
dozen of its economies maintained 7%
growth over the last decade. While
Africa is a major global provider of
mineral and other natural resources,
Africans today are increasingly questioning the corrupt practices of the
past and are now seeking the benefits
of these resources.
Africa’s population is ballooning, creating a youthful culture that can help
sustain economic expansion and cultural
adaptation, but it carries the threat of
the kind of violence that has engulfed
much of the similarly youthful Middle
East. It is also prey to massive ecological
degradation, alongside rich and creative
cultures and vibrant civil societies.
Perhaps the most striking aspect of
Africa today, though, is the determination of Africans to frame their own
future, breaking free of their colonial
heritage to find African solutions. The
New Africa considered what foreign
and regional policies Africans are
espousing for themselves and assessed
what US policy has been and should
be toward this massively diverse continent. Throughout this Conference,
the speakers focused on the African
view and were emphatic that Africans
must solve Africa’s problems and
move Africa forward. This gathering
of Africans speaking about their continent was a unique occasion to learn
about Africa.
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2016 Keynote Address

Snapshots from
the Continent:
Where SubSaharan Africa
is Today…and
Where it may
be Heading
Africa must focus on its youth
Ofeibea Quist-Arcton

Q

uist-Arcton began the Conference with a challenge
to “Oya Shake Body,” as Nigerians say, or “get up and
do something” as Americans say. Her opening night
remarks set the stage for the Conference by giving examples
of how technology, citizen politics and arts and science are
moving Africa forward and by considering the role of political infrastructure and education in continuing that progress.
“Technology is revolutionizing the continent.” Cell phones
are “leapfrogging fixed line technology and just powering
ahead. That is one of the visible advances and is evidence
that shows Africa is making huge strides.” Building on the
technology theme, Quist-Arcton told of “the mobile money
transfer system that began in Kenya with Safaricom and has
mushroomed and spawned similar systems all over Africa. It
changed banking long before smart phones became the
norm …That is progress. You don’t need to go through the
banks or struggle to get a bank account.”
OFEIBEA QUIST-ARCTON is the West Africa Correspondent for NPR
(National Public Radio) News, based in Dakar, Senegal. Quist-Arcton
joined the BBC in 1985, working at regional radio stations all over
Britain, then moving to the BBC World Service as a producer and host
in the African Service. After a stint in Paris on a BBC journalist exchange
with Radio France International as host, reporter and editor, she
moved to Abidjan, Ivory Coast, to head the BBC's West Africa bureau.
In 1994, she returned to the BBC in London as a host and senior
producer, then relocated to Boston as a reporter for The World, a coproduction between the BBC, Public Radio International (PRI) and
WGBH. In 2004, she joined NPR News. Her passions are African art
and culture, music, literature, open-air markets, antiques, and learning.
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It isn’t just money, “so many Africans are consulting their
cellphones to gather information and act independently—be
it Kenyan or Nigerian farmers receiving text messages to
pick up fertilizers provided at cost by the Ministry of Agricul-

“…embracing technological
innovation, however basic,
is an indication that Africa
is moving forward.”
ture” or “calling to find out the market price in the capital city,
or getting climate, weather and farming information.” QuistArcton told of a Senegalese woman who, having learned to
use the technology, is passing on the know-how to other
farmers in her community. “That is progress. It may be incremental—but embracing technological innovation, however
basic, is an indication that Africa is moving forward.”
“Our leaders seem to be getting it—they are beginning to
understand the importance of technologic communication
and how this can propel a country or a continent forward.”
Citizen politics is another important indication of
progress. Social media, driven by technology, plays a critical
part in economic and political progress. Quist-Arcton noted
how Y’en A Marre (We are Fed Up) in Senegal, successfully
worked to vote President Abdoulaye Wade out of office five
years ago and how, more recently, the Balai Citoyen (Citizen
Sweep) campaign in Burkino Faso pressured the sitting president and would-be coup makers. These movements were
working to return their countries to democratic government.
Another example is the “Fees must Fall” campaign that

“Our artists, writers, musicians and
performers should be our leaders—
Africa would be more thoughtful and
get more done; more tuneful and
infinitely more eloquent.”

forced President Jacob Zuma and the university authorities
across South Africa to abandon the idea of raising tuition
fees. According to Quist-Arcton, all over the continent people
are using new media to change their countries and their lives.
“People power, whether or not you like that expression—is
showing its teeth.”
Arts and culture form another area in which progress is
obvious. “What makes me happy is the growing number of
African writers and their standing on the continent.” QuistArcton suggested, with a smile, that “Our artists, writers,
musicians and performers should be our leaders—Africa
would be more thoughtful and get more done; more tuneful
and infinitely more eloquent. African literature has acquired
an enviable international status again.” Visual arts are drawing interest in mainstream galleries in the US and Europe.
“These are baby steps, but Africans are seizing the challenge and running with the cultural baton.” The cultural and
the citizen politics are linked as well, she pointed out, with
protest art from music to puppets to cartoons.
There are negatives, as well, in Africa. Quist-Arcton
focused on the problem of “third-termism and the third term
movement…the club of presidents who just can’t envision
leaving office….it’s like a virulent rash that keeps coming
back, rolling back the clock a quarter of a century…Mobuto
Sese Seko is long gone, but his neighbor in Congo-Brazzaville
is still hanging on twenty years later. We now seem to have
even more leaders sitting tight and trying to secure third,
fourth, fifth terms as presidents. “As examples of the problems these attempts at multi-terms create, she pointed to
Pierre Nkurunziza of Burundi, whose third term bid has
sparked violence that has spiraled out of control and is threatening a region that has suffered genocide and turbulence in
recent decades. And consider Mugabe in Zimbabwe, dos
Santos in Angola and Oblang in Equatorial Guinea.”
But there is hope. “Nigeria conducted mainly peaceful
elections and then proceeded to make history by booting out
Goodluck Jonathan after just one full term,” electing Buhari,
a military leader who claims to have turned reform democrat.
“Yes it was a surprise…but change can happen. We have to
build on that change.”
In concluding, Quist-Arcton asked “How do we Africans
think we have done in terms of our second wave of independence, post one-party rule and colonialism? How have we
done in reforming the political order and our so-important

‘world view….’ How do we move forward?”
Investing in the youth is Quist-Arcton’s answer to achieving success. Africa has the youngest population of any continent. Half the population of the continent is under 20, seventy
percent is under 30. There is great potential, but there is also
great danger. “If you have no paid work and few prospects,
you may be inclined to jump on a rickety boat and begin a perilous odyssey across the high sea or travel in a dodgy truck
across the Sahara in search of that elusive better life, or
worse.” Now, “even as young people invent and create, our
leaders are squandering their capacity…”
“But if our leaders—and we, the people of Africa—commit
to investment in the continent’s youth, Africa’s economies
could prosper. Creative education methods will make or
break the future. That is Africa’s challenge.”
In the question period, in response to a question about
governmental infrastructure, she returned to the issue of
overcoming corruption, while reminding the audience that
corruption exists all over the world. “It’s got to be rooted out
at all levels. You can’t do it at one level. It exists at all levels of
government and all levels of society. You’ve got to provide for
your people,” she pointed out. “If you don’t have, you’ll find a
way to get.”
When asked what she would say to the next president of
the United States about US policy toward Africa, Quist-Arcton quickly responded, “One, treat Africans as equals not just
as recipients of aid. Two, continue the cooperation to provide
security. Security across the continent has really deteriorated, but you can’t come in and impose your will on Africa.
You have to work with us.”
The role of women in effecting change and the role of
young Africans in the west who cannot go home rounded out
the discussion. Women don’t act in an in-your-face way. The
market women, the women farmers are very important.
Women are the backbone of the family—looking after the family and financially supporting the family. Women are gathering,
talking and delivering. They don’t get the same attention as
the young men. We need to win their confidence and take the
time to talk with them, she said. Quist-Acton ended by
reminding young Africans that they need to find a way to
share what they have learned with those back home. She
concluded with reminding the young and all the audience,
“We all have to give back” so Oya Shake Body.


Reported by Judy Stein
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Interpreting
‘Africa’s Rise’ in
Light of Longer
Historical
Trajectories
Views of African history
have been pessimistic
and optimistic
Paul Nugent

N

ugent opened his talk with a slide showing three
Economist magazine cover titles—“The Hopeless
Continent” (2000), “Africa Rising” (2011) and “Aspiring
Africa” (2013)—to illustrate the variation in interpreting
Africa’s history since decolonization. “The history of Africa
has lurched between bouts of heady optimism and longer periods of acute pessimism.” The reality has been and remains
somewhere in the middle. “After the crisis of 1973 (OPEC,
Egypt and Syria Oil Embargo), most African countries experienced reasonable levels of growth and improvements in the
living standards of the population. Life expectancy has been
rising; the number of children in school has been rising.” At
the same time “In spite of the current very optimistic projections, there are also grounds for being cautious and to not get
overly excited.” He cited the concurrent 1994 ending of
apartheid and the Rwandan genocides as an example of the
difficulty of making broad sweeping generalizations about
Africa. It is important to “look instead at the clustering, how
the clustering of certain phenomenon are established.”

PAUL NUGENT is Professor of Comparative African History
straddling the Schools of History, Classics and Archaeology and
Social and Political Studies at the University of Edinburgh. He is
currently at the Institute for Advanced Study (IAS) in Princeton,
working on a comparison of borders and state-making in Ghana
and Uganda. He was Director of the Centre of African Studies and
he served as the President of AEGIS, the Centre-based African
Studies association in Europe. Nugent is a graduate of the
University of Cape Town and holds a Masters and a doctorate
from the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) in London.
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“There is a popular myth among the former colonizing
countries, Britain, France and Belgium that Africa leaders
have squandered their colonial inheritance.” But Nugent
pointed out that “prior to World War II, most African countries
were not in the business of delivering public goods—health
and education.” The countries did not historically collect
taxes. Import and export companies did not want to pay
taxes, mining companies did not want to pay royalties and
there was little capacity to collect personal taxes. “It was only
after WWII that a commitment was made to development
and the British and French made very bad promises about
how they were going to open up Africa to large restructured
investments and deliver on education and health.” The
French began supporting these efforts but they and British
soon began to realize that they did not want to pay to provide
colonial citizens with the same public services their citizens
received. They began to look for an exit strategy. At the same
time, there were nationalist movements among leaders in

…newly independent African
countries did not inherit a rich
tradition of public services nor
a broad based economy to
support such services.

some African countries. So on both sides, decolonization
was of interest. And this was happening at a time of high
commodity prices; so decolonization was possible. Nugent’s
point was that the newly independent African countries did
not inherit a rich tradition of public services nor a broad
based economy to support such services. That the struggle
and uneven results in these countries since independence
is based in a combination of a legacy of limited public
service and taxation, a commodity-based economy and poor
execution of sometimes good policy to address this legacy.

“Much of Africa’s economic
growth has been driven by
consumption but much of this
is consumption of products not
grown or made in the country
where it is being consumed.”

Nugent next discussed more recent times and possibilities for the future. He first focused on the way leadership is
determined and the introduction of the ballot box to replace
the coup. He pointed out that “politicians are very clever, they
learn very quickly.” If you wished to be a dictator in the old
days, you would simply create one party states; but now, you
create an uneven playing field with enough incentive for an
opposition to want to engage but be likely to lose. The
African Union has imposed severe penalties for outright
coups, so they have dropped significantly.
He then focused on the continuing dependence of the
African economy on commodities. Oil has been discovered in
many new places and continued high oil prices have contributed to high economic growth. He cites China’s new
engagement with Africa as a strong component of its recent
economic growth. He says “as China hits the doldrums, there
is essentially a possibility of problems.”
He next turned to areas of structural transformations.
Urbanization was the first such area. Up to today, Africa has
been a rural continent. Today, in eight of the countries more
than 48% of the population lives in urban areas. They are
Algeria (92%), Djibouti (87%), Gabon (85%), Democratic
Republic of Congo (61%), South Africa (61%), Botswana

(60%), Ghana (50%) and Nigeria (48%). And the rate of urbanization is higher the lower the current level. Nugent showed
a chart indicating more than 12 cities with a population of
3.4 million or more with Cairo at 11 million in 2010 compared to 2.5 million in 1950 as the largest. “Lagos (population 10.6 million) for all its problems is a good example of an
agglomeration economy because of the rise of the cultural
industry as you might say, the creative industries”…and it is
continuing across Africa.
The rise of the middle class is the second area of structural transformation. The African Development Bank classifies Africa’s middle class as the most rapidly growing in the
world with an estimated 34.3% of the continent’s population
in 2010 versus 26.2% in 1980. Much of Africa’s economic
growth has been driven by consumption but much of this is
consumption of products not grown or made in the country
where it is being consumed. He cited wine as one product
that wealthy South Africans are beginning to consume that
is produced in South Africa.
In contrast to an aging population in Europe, United
States and China, in Africa there is a confluence of young
population and “that is potentially a game changer both economically and otherwise.” But “there is no point in having a
young population unless it is actually working and educated.
This is an area in which the states are of paramount importance. Because without states that can deliver public goods,
you are not going to have a young population which is actually economically productive.”
Finally, Nugent said “African leaders were initially nationalist. They wanted to industrialize behind tariff barriers. Now
they pretty much have been converted to regional integration
and cross national integration across the African Union.” But
he pointed out that there are going to be winners and losers.
And secessionism is back on the table. “Biafra succession has
the potential to create major problems because as things
stand nobody has a clear policy on rights of succession. “And
for all the economic successes Africa might chalk up, the one
thing that could wreck everything is political violence.”
In closing, Nugent said while the last 10 years have been
pretty good to Africa and some gains consolidated, significant challenges do remain. Although it is good to accentuate
the positive, it is also good to keep our crystal wits about us
and be aware of the fact that things often change rapidly
around us.


Reported by Richard Anderson
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The Drivers of Economic Growth
in Today’s Africa
Young Africans are embracing innovation
and moving the continent forward
Sangu Delle

D

elle is an entrepreneur who is also articulate on
other issues that loom for the New Africa in terms
of the economy, democracy and education. His
views represent the younger African well, and he is clear
on what he sees as the face of Africa as “Africa resurgent.”
A Harvard graduate, Delle shows a deep love of his home
continent and provides a wealth of ideas for the overall
health and future of Africa. Despite all that Harvard and the
United States have offered him, it is his desire to go back to
Africa and share what he has learned and experienced.
His talk ranged from experiences he has had traveling
the continent speaking to young African entrepreneurs in
all 43 African countries to his having gained a wide-ranging
understanding of the future of the African economy. “Africa
is different today.” He touched on developments in cell
phone technology and marketing which has improved pre-

“When people say we have
over two thousand separate
languages, thus how
could we possibly unite in
economic ventures, I say
have you been to Europe?”
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“Africa is only coming up
in the economic world, not
just getting started because,
‘We’ve had this history
that’s bigger and larger
than colonial times.’”
scription drug access and pricing, movie watching, songs
to listen to, all on a device that is inexpensive for African
consumers—even those whose incomes are on the lower
end of the spectrum.
He spoke at length about trade, post-colonialism. “Prior to
these folks [the colonialists] dividing us up, we were actually
trading among ourselves. There was a lot of Pan-African
trade including a widespread peanut trading industry. Prior
to colonial times, we had a rich history of trading.” He humorously shared some of the nay-saying and put it into perspective. “When people say we have over two thousand separate
languages, thus how could we possibly unite in economic
ventures, I say have you been to Europe?”
Delle described how he came to be interested in economy
as his life work by relating an incident while traveling to
school in the company of his father. “I had this tradition with
my dad on the way to school. He would buy a newspaper
and a magazine from a street hawker. We had a deal. Traffic
was about an hour and I had to read very quickly before I got
to school and gave it back. My favorite was The Economist.
Now at age 13, to be honest, it did not win me any cool points
among the girls. I remember when the issue came out with
the photo of a man holding a grenade launcher and below
were the words The Hopeless Continent. I turned to my father
and asked, Papa why do they think we are hopeless?”
Delle then told the audience that, “in a dramatic reversal
eleven years later in the same publication “there’s a boy holding a kite under the words, Africa Rising. Were they recognizing at this time that six out of ten of the fastest growing
economies were in Africa?”
At this point in his talk, Delle rejected the term Africa

“Africa’s ‘rise’ is
contingent upon
the middle class
and what happens
to its benefit.
There is rapid
urban growth and
by 2050, 70% of the
world’s youth will
be African. So, you
will be forced to
care about Africa.”

Rising, preferring his own term—Africa Resurgent. He related
a time when Portuguese merchants arrived in what was
Tanzania and remarked in their diaries, “We’ve met these
merchants, and they have houses like we have and they are
flourishing and rich and trading in all these goods. And they
are black men!” The notion that black men from Africa could
be so successful was a surprise to these traders, but Delle insists that Africa is only coming up in the economic world, not
just getting started because, “We’ve had this history that’s
bigger and larger than colonial times. A lot of our growth has
been tied to commodities. The problem is our policies governing commodities. We need to embrace and be proud of
these resources we have; the issue is how do you manage it
in an effective way and how do you have the right type of
policies? I believe we’re going to continue to have growth
driven by the natural resources we are endowed with.”
Delle goes on to speak about technology and finance. He
highlighted a few of the products that are changing and enlarging Africa’s span in terms of not only trade with the rest
of the world and with each other on the African continent,
but which benefit Africans themselves. He cited the rise of
cell phone usage; mobile phone use is now at more than one
billion subscribers. There is also a rapid growth of retail, and
a significant surge in banking and financial services. “The
one thing you can’t dispute is that we’re spending. Shoprite
has had 30% growth in the recent past.” He said the banking
industry has grown so much that in Ghana now “there is a
different bank on every corner.”
One problem Delle pointed out is that, because there is
still extreme poverty, some of the services (particularly mobile phone services) have a lot of catching up to do. In his
view it will be the young innovators who, by way of educat-

ing themselves, will bridge the gaps between the poverty of
now and the success of the near future. But he also allowed
for the fact that because of poor data collection, there is
wealth on the continent that is unrecognized.
Regarding the ‘African sensibility,’ “It is there. It is PanAfrican. I’ve been embraced by people everywhere. Part of
that comes from our shared history, part of that comes from
the shared issues we face.”
“What you read in the papers and what you see on TV is
very different from when you’re on the ground.” He declared
that Africa’s ‘rise’ is contingent upon the middle class and
what happens to its benefit. There is rapid urban growth and
by 2050, 70% of the world’s youth will be African. So, “You
will be forced to care about Africa.”
In his final statement, Delle hit the point home to all in attendance, perhaps the point all of the speakers wanted to
make, “You cannot, you cannot, you cannot innovate out of
bad governance.”


Reported by Carol Willette Bachofner

SANGU DELLE, a Ghanaian business leader and activist, was
named one of Africa’s most promising young entrepreneurs by
Forbes Magazine in 2014. After graduating from Harvard College
with highest honors in African Studies and Economics, Delle
worked for Morgan Stanley and Valiant Capital Partners before
founding Golden Palm Investments, a holding company based in
Accra, Ghana that invests in early-stage venture and growth
financing, with emphasis on real estate, health care, agribusiness
and technology. Delle is also a graduate of Harvard’s joint
JD/MBA program. In 2012 he co-authored Contemporary Africa
through Poetry, and he is now working on a book about the new
generation of African entrepreneurs.
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Impediments to
Economic Growth,
Including
Governance,
Corruption,
Inequality
Low productivity and
high population growth
are troubling issues
Ali Mufuruki

I

n a Conference featuring many expressions of optimistic
enthusiasm, Mufuruki's presentation provided a ‘cold
shower’ of sober realities as he highlighted the more
daunting challenges facing Africa.
Mufuruki began by pointing out that "every time good
people take a good look at the state of Africa, they wish it
could be better." Yet the ‘New Africa’ that everyone hopes for
has remained elusive. Stressing that he should not be considered an "Afro-pessimist," he said that the continent and its
future "mean everything to him and his family."
Mufuruki called for "realistic hopes based on an accurate
assessment of Africa's strengths and weaknesses," and cautioned that we must resist settling for too little. As for impediments to Africa's progress, he said that there were too many
to list in the time allotted him so he would focus on what he
called "the Big Two" of impediments: low productivity and
high population growth.

ALI MUFURUKI is the co-founder of the Africa Leadership
Initiative at the Aspen Institute and chairs the Leadership
Initiative East Africa Foundation. Both programs focus on
developing a new generation of African entrepreneurs in
business, government and civil society with the values and skills
required in a rapidly globalizing world. Mufuruki is owner,
chairman & CEO of Infotech Investment Group LTD in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, a family business with interests in information
technology, media, telecoms, private equity, retail and real estate
across a number of countries in Africa and beyond. He was the
first independent chairman of the Audit Committee of the Board
of Directors of Tanzania Central Bank.
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Africa's current productivity growth rate, about 6% per
annum, Mufuruki branded as totally inadequate, first because
of the low GDP base it started from and, secondly, because of
Africa's consistently high population growth. He noted that
Africa was a world leader "in all the wrong things," including:
unemployment, extreme poverty, inequality, natural disasters
and epidemics, armed conflicts, terrorism, political instability,
human rights abuses, and numbers of refugees.
Mufuruki illustrated his main points with a statistical comparison of Africa and China, beginning in the early 1980s
when they were roughly similar in terms of population (about
one billion each) and per capita income. Since then, China
had achieved double-digit GDP growth (between 13% and
18%) compared to only 6% for Africa. China had focused on
training millions of engineers and scientists and on preparing
its workers to take up industrial jobs, while in Africa, with no
prioritizing by governments, students tended to shun engineering and science in favor of the easier arts and sciences.
"How can we seriously hope to industrialize," Mufuruki
asked, "without engineers or technicians?"
He then gave a depressing list of all the areas where
Africa had fallen behind China: percent of the world's GDP
(Africa, with 14% of the world's population, had only 3%, compared to China with 18% and 16% respectively); ending
poverty (36% of Africans live on less than $1 dollar a day,
while China has only 5% under a higher poverty measurement of less than $2 dollars a day); population growth (China,
growing at only 0.6% per annum, against 2.5% for Africa); and
food self-sufficiency (Africa imports 83% of its food, while
China is self-sufficient and even exports food).

“Responsibility for
creating the New Africa
that the whole world is
calling for rests squarely
with today's generation of
Africans...we cannot
afford to fail.”
Mufuruki noted the recent downturn in exports of African
commodities to China, and its impact on African countries
reliant on such exports, especially those exporting only single
products (i.e. Zambia's copper and Ghana's cocoa). Whereas
the Chinese had specifically planned for reliance on African
materials in their 5-year plans, African supplier countries had
been passive throughout. When the bounty of the export
income suddenly diminished or stopped in the last few years,
they were caught totally unprepared. "A movie we have seen
before," Mufuruki commented ruefully.
Here the speaker returned to the troubling issue of declining African food production, pointing out that in 1980 Africa
was exporting about as much food as it was importing. By
2007 there was an imbalance of about $22 billion of food
imports over exports, and last year imports made up 83% of
Africa's total consumption. This situation has caused inflation in food prices and related increases in dietary deficiencies, especially those affecting brain development, in millions
of African children. With Africa's warm climate, vast arable
land, and reliable water supply, this food deficit is puzzling,
but a recent report of the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization attributes it to lack of strategic planning and government support.
In considering solutions, Mufuruki urged leaders and
planners to remember that "Africa's people have the right to
some of the same aspirations that people have in other parts
of the world," specifically the ability to:


Earn a living through honest work



Have enough of the basics to live a dignified life



Send their children to school



Save enough for retirement



Have hopes for the future of their children

When people lack hope for these things, Mufuruki said,
"terrible things can happen, as is already happening in many
parts of Africa."
As for what must be done to rescue these hopes,
Mufuruki returned his focus on finding cures for the vicious
cycle of low productivity and high population growth, stressing that, in his opinion, "Sub-Saharan nations must aspire to
annual GDP rates closer to 20% for a period of no less than 30

years if current generations of Africans are going to have any
hope in the future."
Success in this area would require finding ways to harness Africa's unchecked population growth more positively
by better educating of the hordes of unemployed young people that Africa already has, and by taking better advantage
of Africa's present economic opportunities through better
planning and policy making.
Mufuruki then turned his attention to the continent's pervasive political corruption, the fight against which he called
"a matter of life and death," adding that “if we fail, everything
else we are trying to build will come crumbling down." Here
Mufuruki added a pessimistic note, pointing out that even the
African institutions charged with combating corruption—the
judiciary, the police, and the regulatory bodies—were badly
infected by it.
To conclude, Mufuruki said that the fight against corruption must go hand in hand with innovative efforts to provide
jobs and increase production. This is no time for complacency
in any of these areas, and Africa, to be successful, must follow
a different path of development than that of other regions.
Calling attention to the many up-coming celebrations of
60 years of African freedom from colonial rule, Mufuruki said:
"We must ask ourselves what we have done with that freedom." He ended by stressing that "responsibility for creating
the New Africa that the whole world is calling for rests
squarely with today's generation of Africans" and that "we
cannot afford to fail."
In the question period, Mufuruki made the following comments:
Regarding the quality of the information available to
Africa's economic planners, Mufuruki said that the data he
saw while on the Board of Tanzania's Central Bank overemphasized the urban "official" economy and created mistaken
assumptions and that his efforts to improve them were
rebuffed.
On the subject of suitable role models for African development, he advocated against disqualifying the former colonizing nations, noting that South Korea had prospered greatly
by purposely following the example of the hated Japan.


Reported by Charlie Graham
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Security Challenges for African
Countries, Migration and Terrorism
Security solutions must be regional and must be African
Mvemba Phezo Dizolele

D

izolele began his presentation with a story equating
his visit to Camden, Maine with our perceptions of
Africa and in jest how we might feed into his authoritarian tendencies by treating him so well. He continued by
addressing the views the world has of Africa citing the negative public discourse around this continent. He feels that it
is very important for us to understand the use or misuse of
words when describing Africa. This use and misuse creates
a danger that “lies in the bigotry of analysis.”
When we talk about Africa, we call it the Dark Continent,
we talk about the frontier for economics, tribes, ethnic violence and ethnic strife. “Africa is the only continent we define
by color. There is no white Europe, there is no yellow Asia,
no brown Latin America.” This use of words has ramifications on how the world views and interacts with Africa.
Using the word tribe, for example, carries the connotation
that we (the world) visualize Africans with painted faces,
dancing. He expressed that with these connotations the
world views Africans as not knowing what is good for them
and that the people of Africa are still living in a primordial
world. “That is not true and if we embrace this way of thinking…we will be counterproductive when trying to help
Africa.” Africa has fallen into the discourse that policy makers around the world mistakenly think that Africans are savages and that they do not understand the ways of the world
and how it works. He cited an example using a speech that
French President Sarkozy gave in Africa stating that Africa
has not yet entered into its history. Again Dizolele looked at
his audience emphasizing with facial expressions and body
language, the hurt that the African people felt when they
heard this. “Imagine that with all the colonial French holdings in Africa, a French president denying African history.”
His point once again made clear to the audience the

importance of viewing Africa as a more advanced society.
Africa should be viewed on the “Global Space” where it
belongs. “When we begin to do that, the laziness of our analysis disappears.” Using words like war lords, ethnic strife, ethnic conflict, and asking questions like how many dialects do
you speak, is an insult to the African people. Africans do not
negotiate their ethnic identity. Like the British or Spaniards—
who are first and foremost Scots or Catalans before they
claim their national identity, the Africans cleave to their ethnic identity. They are Igbo before they are Nigerians.
The security challenge in Africa’s 54 countries has an instability based on the states’ responsibilities. When Dizolele
was asked how you define security, his response was “when
you see a man in uniform with an AK-47…If you see that guy
and you want to say hello to him you are in a secure place. If
you feel when you see this guy you have to go the other way,
you are living in a very unstable place.” These places of instability are all over Africa and it is because the government
has not delivered. The typical African State model is based
on kings and the government has ascendance on what is
good for you. They control what book you are reading and if
you offend the president, you will go to jail. Today, Africa is
moving away from that old model of human security and the
new model means the citizen is at the center of what is going
to happen. “Today we are here at the Camden Conference
and this is a citizen effort, we are not here because of any
government but the government provided this space for you
to have this venue.” In most countries in Africa, this ideal of
human security is nonexistent. Human security means that
you feed your people, you create an environment for entrepreneurs, and you have policy and framework to allow your
people to conduct business. “The African continent struggles
with providing fundamental human security. States can no

“The African continent struggles with
providing fundamental human security.
States can no longer guarantee the
security of people and do not fully
control their territories.”
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“I believe the
entire NGO
complex is a
threat to
security in
Africa.
NGO’s…have
local initiative,
and this
kills local
leadership.”

longer guarantee the security of people and do not fully control their territories.” The people look to other groups or institutions for protection causing the large migration of people
to Europe and other regions of Africa.
The many reasons for this include, but are not limited to:
weak states and weak political institutions, mismanagement
of public resources, oversized personal ambitions of regional
political leaders, lack of a democratic tradition, as well as
heavy reliance on military solutions for political problems. A
dysfunctional state like the Democratic Republic of Congo
has been unable to deliver basic services to the population.
The DRC has approximately 2.2 million internally displaced
people. Dadaab (a semi-arid town in Garissa County, Kenya)
has been host to the largest refugee camp complex in the
world and has had people living there for generations. “This
is a waste of human resources,” Dizolele says with great concern. Currently Dizolele sees no end in sight to this failure of
African states to fulfill their social contracts.
He does not see a resolution in what we are currently doing
to help Africa. “I believe the entire NGO complex is a threat to
security in Africa.” NGO’s in his opinion have local initiative,
and this kills local leadership. This was consistent with the
other colleagues of this Conference that NGO’s have been
counterproductive, non-sustainable and not transformative.
The UN is not in Africa to solve its problems but they are
there for peace keeping. Security of peace is the worse model
leaving Africa without a military that will protect the citizens.
For nearly two decades, the United States has been the
largest contributor to UN peacekeeping operations in the
DRC, funding 27% of the $1.5 billion annual budget. Dizolele
feels this model has failed greatly for reasons stated above
and that again this model keeps local or regional governance
from developing local security for its people.
The AU (African Union, initially intended to replace the

Organization of African Unity) has become a security threat
to the continent, has not delivered and only functions as a
humanitarian club. Money for this organization is mainly
funded from outside donors. He uses the example that AU
headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia was built from money
funded by China. He felt that each state should have donated
their own money to this organization if they are serious about
strengthening Africa.
Dizolele is proposing a regional security. “If Congo is not
working, it will paralyze the region.” There must be a regional
social contract that has good governance and good politics
where all the people are represented. Entrepreneurship alone
without this social contract will not help Africa. There have
been too many cycles of dictatorships and Africans have forgotten what they stand for. Local regional organizations are
the key for human security and if we are to be helped by outsiders (outside their region and preferably within Africa),
there should be framework around that help with conditions
to make these regions of Africa deliver to their people what
is needed to improve security in their region.


Reported by Leslie Fillnow

MVEMBA PHEZO DIZOLELE is a journalist, analyst, and
professorial lecturer at Johns Hopkins University. His analyses of
African affairs have been widely published in policy journals and
newspapers, and he has been a guest analyst on programs
including PBS’ NewsHour, Foreign Exchange with Fareed Zakaria, On
Point, The Diane Rehm Show, the BBC World News Update, and Al
Jazeera’s The Stream. He was a grantee of the Pulitzer Center on
Crisis Reporting and covered the 2006 elections in the
Democratic Republic of Congo. Dizolele is a veteran of the United
States Marine Corps. He holds an International Master of
Business Administration, and a Master of Public Policy from the
University of Chicago.
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We the People
of Africa—
Facing Crisis and
Opportunities
Africa must find its own
political systems to
move forward

Kah Walla

B

eaming at the crowd in the Camden Opera House,
Walla, Cameroon’s first woman presidential candidate,
declared, “I feel free, listening to everyone!”
“I am going to build on the other speakers,” she said.
“Looking not at entrepreneurs, not at NGO donors, but at the
crises in Africa actually being faced by people on the ground.
I am going to talk to you about who we are and what we possess (and what we don’t possess), what our crises are, and
what we and you can do about all of that.”
Africa, Walla said, is a continent that can no longer be
ignored. Africa is the second-largest and most populous continent (with a population of more than 1.1 billion), and its population is the most diverse on earth. Its population is the
world’s youngest, with 60% of the population under 25 years
old. Its workforce is the world’s youngest, and by 2020 it is
projected to be the world’s largest, with two-thirds of young
women and over three quarters of young men literate.
Africa is urbanizing at a staggering rate. Forty percent of

KAH WALLA is one of a new generation of African leaders, an
entrepreneur, and a grassroots activist in Cameroon. In 2011 she
was a candidate for President of Cameroon, challenging a political
structure that has seen only two presidents in the last 50 years. She
continues to be outspoken on political and social issues—especially
governance and corruption, the role of women in the economy and
politics, and youth and employment. She founded a consulting
firm—STRATEGIES!—in Cameroon, and works with civil society
groups throughout Africa, advocating for policies and projects that
serve a wide variety of groups. In 2015, she was honored by Vital
Voices Global Partnership Forum as one of five women igniting
change in the world.
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Africans now live in cities. Within the next 15 years that proportion is expected to rise to 50% with Lagos, Nigeria, and
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo projected to number among the 10 largest cities in the world by 2025. It is
important to note, Walla pointed out, that 70% of those city
dwellers live in slums. Echoing a statistic from Sangu Delle’s
presentation, Walla said that yes, Gross Domestic Product Per
Capita is projected to rise over the next generation, and yes,
the number of Africans in the middle class is also projected
to rise. But those millions of Africans living in poverty, those
people who feel hopeless because of corruption and poor
governance, are vulnerable to recruitment by militia groups
who pay $50 per month and provide weapons that give
power to people who feel powerless. That is a crisis which
African leaders must confront.
Africa’s leaders, Walla said, have always included African
women. African women have always led their people in public spaces and they continue to take charge of their own des-

“African women have the
highest economic activity
rate in the world, providing
over half of the continent’s
agricultural labor.”

tinies. African women have the highest economic activity
rate in the world, providing over half of the continent’s agricultural labor. Problematically, much of that labor is done in
the informal sector, meaning that the women have no health
insurance or similar benefits. Further, because so many
African women are at the base of the power pyramid they
struggle to create wealth. However, this does not mean that
African women are powerless: Rwanda, Senegal, and South
Africa rank among the top 10 countries in the world for
women participating in their national parliaments.
Africa is complex, Walla concluded, so when considering
its crises and solutions to those crises it is important to be
watchful for people who want to reduce Africa to a simple
story.
What do we possess, and what do we not possess? Ms.
Walla asked next. Like Africa’s demographics, Africa’s economics are complex. Africa generates 12% of the world’s
energy, but only 40% of its people have access to electricity.
Twenty-five percent of the world’s arable land is in Africa, but
25% of Africans are undernourished; and although seven of
the world’s 10 fastest-growing economies are African, 75% of
Africans are employed in the informal sector, outside of the
agricultural sector. So Africa is not poor—rather, it is poorly
governed. And that persistent, consistent poor governance
is at the heart of Africa’s several crises.
One of Africa’s crises is violence—riots, civil wars, and terrorism perpetrated by groups like Boko Haram against the
people of Niger, Nigeria, and Chad. And millions of people are
not free. Millions of men, women, and children lack basic civil
rights, lack basic services such as access to education (half
of all African children will never set foot in a school), access
to adequate health care (Africa lags behind the rest of the
world in all health indicators), and access to necessities as
basic as clean drinking water. Tragically, activists who
protest these conditions discover first-hand how limited their
freedoms are when they are beaten, fire-hosed, and jailed for
trying to effect change.
How do we become truly free? Walla asked. In a nod to a
former President’s campaign slogan, she said, “It’s in the politics, stupid!” Until Africans get their politics right, until they
insist on competent leaders who will deliver services to the
people, the people will continue to suffer.
There are those, Walla said, who say that freedom and
democracy are not for Africa. But fundamental elements of
democracy and of good governance have existed for thousands of years in African history and culture. Direct democracy existed centuries ago among the Fang-Beti people. The
concept of executive accountability, along with the presence
of legislative and judicial bodies, can be found in the history
of the Yoruba people. Even the image of a blind Lady Justice
exists in African history. Many African masks were created
to be worn by people sitting in judgement over others in order
to ensure that justice was truly impartial. African people
need to reach into their own roots to decide how to invent
democratic systems that will work for them — and the advantage of doing this now, of course, is that Africans can learn
from the mistakes of democracies developed before theirs!
What will African democracies look like? They will be

“Until Africans get their politics
right, until they insist on
competent leaders who will
deliver services to the people, the
people will continue to suffer.”

decentralized, Walla predicted, and inclusive; they will prioritize environmental sustainability; and they will rely heavily
on e-technology for accountability, service delivery and popular participation. These new governments must grow from
a grass-roots base. The people must be the power base and
take their futures into their own hands. This is already happening in a number of African countries including Tanzania,
Ghana, Senegal, and Mauritius. Africans are begining to overcome their legitimate fears and are becoming politically educated and activist. The results are imperfect, perhaps, but
change is happening.
What can the United States do to support this invention of
democracy, this transformation of Africa? First, Walla said,
stop short-term, self-serving behavior that favors African dictators. Stop compromising on human rights for economic
gains. Stop embracing a double standard for human rights.
Stop standing on the sidelines watching tragedies like the
Rwandan genocide and the tragedy currently playing out in
Burundi and get involved.
Stop doing those things, she said, and remember that this
is an interdependent world. Remember that there is no peace
for you if there is no peace for me. Remember that if no economic prosperity exists for you, there is none for me either;
and remember if there is a tragedy in my country like the
tragedy in Burundi, I will end up on your doorstep. We must
recognize what confronts us — Africa’s possibility and the
world’s opportunity. We must not squander it.


Reported by Kathryn King
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Environmental
Challenges:
Climate Change
and Wildlife
Conservation
Drought in the Sahel
has wide ranging
consequences but
solutions are possible
Djimé Adoum

A

doum began by saying, “I am going to talk with you
about CILSS and what it does within the framework
of climate change, about the adverse effect of temperature (change) and desertification in the Sahel (a transition
area between the very dry Northwest and the tropical rain
forests on the coast), about the land degradation and the
extent to which CILSS has worked to remedy and mitigate
some of the impacts.”
He explained he would talk only a little about wildlife
because “we have much larger issues.” He said 10% of the elephant herd of about 700,000 is poached and killed every year;
that the rhino herd of about 50,000 in 1975 was down to
around 30,000 when it was last checked in 1984 and now is
about 3,500. “Likewise for other species; they have suffered a
great deal.” Climate change is a large factor in these losses.
CILSS was created in 1973 in response to the major
droughts in the Sahel. It consists of 13 member states and
covers 6,080,267 km2. Those countries are Benin, Burkina
Faso, Cape Verde, Chad, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea,
Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Togo. The
objectives of CILSS are to “invest in food security and fight
against the effects of drought and desertification for a new
balance in the ecosystem of the Sahel.”
Adoum referred to several slides showing forest loss from
1974 to 2013; land cover in West Africa spotted with
degraded forests and the downward trend of rainfall from
1950 to 2000.

The Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the
Sahel (French: Comité permanent inter-État de lutte contre la
sécheresse au Sahel, abbreviated as CILSS) is an international
organization consisting of countries in the Sahel region of Africa.
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He cited the following factors as development parameters
and problems to consider for an improved environment:


Population will double by 2050



60% of the population live in rural areas



300,000 to 400,000 youth enter the labor market annually

In the context of the CILSS mandate, Adoum described
the current situation in the Sahel as characterized by reduced
productivity of natural resources. In the Sahelian countries
there is a 20 to 50% production decline and in sub-humid and
humid countries there is a 5 to 20% decline.
Also there is:


Biodiversity loss



Adverse effects on crop yields



Livelihoods of coastal communities affected by the rise in sea
level



Less than 5% of water resources are exploited



Less than 3% of arable land is under irrigation in the Sahelian
strip

Adoum went on to list the achievements of the last forty
years:


Development of regional political and strategic thinking
involving land tenure and pastoralism, resilience, population
control, development and the Global Coalition for Water in
the Sahel



Development of several food security and environment policy
frameworks



Creation of major food crisis information, prevention and
management tools, methodologies and corresponding multidonor projects

“…there is great potential in
irrigable and restored land
with proven technologies
that are waiting to be
scaled up…degraded land
when restored can increase
production 150% over its
original yield.”


Joint regulations on seeds (CSP) and bio-safety



Evaluation, forecasting and monitoring of agricultural production based on climate and environment



Support for climate change adaptation



Promotion of household and alternative (solar, wind) energy
sources



Integrated pest management (locusts and others)



More than 800 micro-projects mobilised for local communities



1281 students graduating from college



More than 8,700 professionals in further training courses
and/or internship



The development of CILSS as the technical arm of Economic
Community of Western African States (ECOWAS) and other
West African and regional Organizations



Food insecurity monitoring and assessment



Releasing the food security regional reserve

He listed the CILSS areas of concern regarding climate
change as increased rainfall variability, a continuous increase
in temperatures since the 90s, increased frequency and intensity of extreme hydro-climatic phenomena and the assessment of populations and areas at risk due to climate change.
The West African sub-region experienced severe flooding
especially in 2007, 2008 and 2009. More than 1.5 million people were affected by damages assessed at 39 and 80 billion
US dollars in the CILSS area.
Forest formations are rapidly declining, due mainly to
agricultural activity, according to the CILSS Land use Land
cover (LuLc) diachronic mapping (1975-2010) in the 17
CILSS/ECOWAS countries. The habitats of wild animals have
been reduced by 65% due to agricultural activity and pastoralism.
But he said there is great potential in irrigable and restored land with proven technologies that are waiting to be
scaled up. In Senegal there are about 3,805,000 hectares of
arable land. Of that 2,400,000ha has been degraded but
34,000ha has been restored. The same proportions apply to
Burkina and Niger. He observed that degraded land when re-

stored can increase production 150% over its original yield.
Dr. Adoum also described progress in forest management.
He included formation of the Global Climate Change Alliance
(GCCA) and the work of the Regional Programme for
Sustainable Land Management and Climate Change
Adaptation in the Sahel and West Africa (PRGDT).
The main achievements of these interventions he said
were assessing the state of climate change integration into
the policies in 16 CILSS/ECOWAS countries, building the
capacity of national professionals for better climate change
mainstreaming into national development policies and budgets and mobilising investment funds for the development and
management of natural resources.
Finally he cited current actions in West Africa and Chad
for sustainable forest management including adoption of a
convergence plan for the use and sustainable management
of forest ecosystems in West Africa, under the auspices of
FAO and ECOWAS; the development of wildlife resources and
the reduction of poverty in resource-dependent populations
and the development of ecosystems, the improvement of protected area networks and promotion of best practices.
Adoum ended by urging us to craft a “A Camden Declaration” to advance the causes discussed at a conference in
Camden, Maine in the middle of winter.
NOTE: Some information in this report was taken from slides
prepared by Adoum for his presentation but not shown.


Reported by Dave Jackson

DJIMÉ ADOUM is Executive Secretary of the Permanent
Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel, based in
Burkina Faso. Adoum was previously Minister of Agriculture and
Irrigation in his native Chad. He has also worked for the World
Bank and USAID. In his current role, Adoum focuses on
implications of climate change for agriculture, poverty reduction,
countries' resiliency in the face of disasters, education, and
human rights, and he presents compelling research on the
outlook for human populations, agriculture and wildlife
throughout sub-Saharan Africa. He earned a Ph.D. in agronomy
and agricultural extension at the University of Maryland, where
he studied the diffusion of innovation.
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What Are U.S.
Interests in Africa,
and in What Ways
Is the U.S. Actively
and Effectively
Engaged?
U.S. policy over time
has been affected by
three types of interests
Jennifer G. Cooke

C

ooke emphasized that the complexity of U.S. interests
in Africa make developing a unified American policy
difficult. Fundamental American interests in Africa
overlap in important ways, but they also frequently conflict
with each other. Multiple constituencies within the U.S. lead
to inconsistent policies. The immense size and diversity of
the continent often preclude a unified strategy. The history
of American involvement has left a legacy for both good and
ill: appreciation for such things as our role in the Ebola crisis
as well as “lasting damage” from the long period when the
U.S. failed to provide incentives for good governance. Today
we face “lasting resentments in Africa” for what Africans perceive as American hypocrisy about rhetorical support for
democracy while providing long-term economic and military
assistance to brutal regimes.
Cooke described three groups of interests defining the
American approach to Africa:
1) Pragmatic considerations of direct interest, such as access to
African resources, security and counter-terrorism interests
aimed at the protection of U.S. assets and citizens, and trade
and investment interests aimed at helping the U.S. and
partners grow economically.
2) A values-based agenda Cooke described as “a sense of
generosity and wanting to do the right thing in times of crisis”
as well as the promotion of democracy and good governance.
3) Spheres of influence interest, which include America’s place
in the broader world, including its leadership role in shaping
global norms and governance.
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Most of Cooke’s talk surveyed the shifting patterns of U.S.
interests and policy toward Africa in four distinct periods, the
Cold War era, the 1990s, the 2000s, and today. This historical
perspective helps us identify what has been persistent and
what has been shifting in the American approach to Africa
and helps us understand how America is seen by Africans.
During the Cold War, U.S. engagement with Africa was
framed by spheres of influence concerns, as America and the
Soviet Union competed for allies and ideological dominance.
U.S. pragmatic interests, particularly gaining access to strategic minerals, played an important role. The values-based
agenda was less important, although it emerged more visibly
during the Carter administration. In general, the U.S. supported African leaders who presented themselves as
strongly anti-Communist and didn’t concern itself with the
nature of their regimes. “We did not care if they were benevolent dictators, even. We did not care if they were delivering
services, human rights, economic benefits. We based our relationships on anti-Communist credentials.” This led the U.S.
to embrace and send assistance to a number of repressive
African regimes. These included strong financial and military
support to Mobutu Sese Soko in Zaire, for whose regime the
term “kleptocracy” was invented. Cooke argued that “one of
the worst of our partnerships was with the brutal institutionalized racist apartheid regime in South Africa.” They were
considered a strategic partner to the U.S. because they were
vehemently anti-Communist. President Reagan called them
“the last friendly country in the region.”
However, there was domestic pushback against official

U.S. policy toward South Africa. An ultimately politically powerful anti-apartheid coalition pushed for comprehensive sanctions against South Africa. Congress, responding to popular
pressure, overrode Reagan’s veto of the sanctions bill. This
was “a moment of the values agenda at its best [and] one of
the few times when we saw Congress at its best.”
Building on this reversal in South African policy and
buoyed by the end of the Cold War, the Clinton years saw a
commitment to “humanitarianism within limits.” Cooke
stressed that “the two definers of the Clinton era” were events
in Somalia and Rwanda. The failed U.S. humanitarian intervention in Somalia in 1993 led to a new U.S. doctrine “African solutions for African problems.” This newfound U.S. reluctance
led to overcorrection, notably in “the disastrous non-intervention” in the 1994 Rwandan genocide. During the second half
of the Clinton administration there was excitement about the
emergence of new leaders in Africa who Washington believed
“were really going to deliver peace and democracy to their
people.” However, “within five years, they were all at war with
one another and today most of them are still in power.”
Cooke believes that despite low expectations about
President Bush in Africa, he accomplished some good things.
The values-based agenda was kept in play by the emergence
of new constituencies in the U.S. who became interested in
African crises. They helped propel American diplomatic involvement that contributed to ending the Sudan/South Sudan
conflict. Cooke noted that security concerns increased after
9/11 with fears that Africa would provide havens for terrorists
pushed out of Afghanistan. With instability in the Middle East
after 2003, U.S. oil imports from Africa became more strategic,
raising direct economic interests. China’s growing profile in
the continent renewed old concerns about spheres of influence. The 2000s also were a period when U.S. health investment in Africa increased noticeably. Two major lasting results
from the Bush years were the Millennium Challenge
Corporation, which seeks to incentivize good governance by
giving large grants for economic growth initiatives, and the establishment of the U.S. Africa Command, focusing the U.S. military’s operational attention on Africa more than before.
President Obama, Cooke noted, “came out of the blocks a
little bit slow” on Africa. He had many other crises to deal
with during his first term. Africa has become more important
during his second term, featuring anti-terrorism measures,
health issues such as the HIV and Ebola epidemics, and
much greater stimulus of U.S. investment. The Obama administration has tried to stimulate civil society and democratic values in the continent by promoting increased NGO
involvement and private investment. Cooke noted that such
efforts do not work well in deeply authoritarian regimes.
They work better in countries where there is already “a little
bit of opening,” such as in Kenya and Nigeria. Summarizing
the Obama years, Cooke predicted that his biggest legacy
will be “Power Africa,” an effort to deliver reliable electrical
energy to the continent.
Looking for consistent themes in this long historical narrative of American engagement with Africa in the post-colonial era, Cooke highlighted several dilemmas and challenges.
How can the U.S. balance its conflicting interests, especially

“The U.S. needs to recognize
that Africa today presents a
much more competitive
economic and political
environment. ”
over the long term? How should we balance our security
needs and economic aspirations for Africa with our desire to
see democracy spread and humanitarian ideals upheld? For
example, how should the U.S. deal with authoritarian
regimes, such as those of Kagame in Rwanda and Meles and
Hailemariam in Ethiopia, which are doing OK economically
and which are our security partners? A second set of dilemmas and challenges stem from the fact that the American political system discourages long-term thinking. This has
serious implications for vital African needs, such as improved
education, infrastructure expansion, and stimulants to agricultural productivity. It is very difficult to get Congress to support such projects, no matter how central they are to our
long-term African interests as well as to the long-term needs
of the continent. And, as a final point, the U.S. needs to recognize that Africa today presents a much more competitive
economic and political environment. Americans engaged
with Africa need “to be a little more humble” as they try to
be relevant and effective there.


Reported by Wayne Hobson
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Foreign Investment
and Economic
Diplomacy in and by
Sub-Saharan Africa
Africans must embrace
globalization on their
own terms
and find their
world view
Kingsley Chiedu Moghalu

M

oghalu began with an overview of the concept of
globalization by stating that African prosperity
depends to a large degree upon the economic
activity that takes place within a global community. If
Africans do not understand globalization, if Africans are not
engaged in globalization, and if Africans do not take advantage of the benefits of globalization, they will not achieve economic prosperity. He described a continent with increasing
interconnectedness of previously demarcated nation-states
resulting in multiple social and economic dimensions, driven
largely by the introduction of new technologies, which are
neither benign nor agnostic in its beliefs. It is not altruistic in
its beliefs. It has an economic and a political agenda. Globalization is comprised of both drivers and passengers. Africa is
very much a passenger, a market continent, one that needs

Africa is very much a
passenger, a market continent,
one that needs to develop its
own world view and add value
to its own political interests
and to its own consumption
and export markets.
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to develop its own world view and add value to its own political interests and to its own consumption and export markets.
Many believe that Africa has ‘arrived’ due to the technological advances brought about by the introduction of connectivity, such as the cell phone and social media, to the
continent. For Moghalu one real question, the one that matters, is “Who is manufacturing the cell phones and who provides the means to enable social media content?” One might
ask “Who are the drivers?” Moghalu believes that they come
from the United States, Japan, Europe, India and China seeking export markets and extractive industry products for their
own economic interests. He believes that these drivers have
their own economic world view and seek to advance it, sometimes for the benefit of Africa and at times to its detriment.
This view is driven by “global strategic intent”—the intent
to economically dominate the world, the intent to create the
wealth of nations. If we are not discussing Africa within the
context of global strategic intent in which Africa strives to
become if not an economically dominant player, then at least
a self-sustaining economic player, then we are dumbing
down Africa.
Is Africa rising? Moghalu said “not really because Africa
is not engaging the world on its own terms, but rather on
everyone else’s terms except its own.” A real African rise
would be based on the development of competitive productive economies. Africa’s economies are primarily consumerist and commodity-driven.
Globalization has two overarching dimensions -- world
trade and foreign investment. Africa has embraced globalization uncritically including the problematic application of
competitive production. This is the standard that must be

“Can Africa rise?
Yes, provided its countries can
develop a strong, coherent
world economic view, one
intended to advance the
political and economic policies
of its people.”
pursued for Africa. “Malls, malls, malls are opening everywhere in Africa. Everyone in Africa is a shopper.” The point
he stressed is “don’t have a lower standard for Africa than
you have for Asia, Europe or America. Africa is becoming the
world’s market, but is it the world’s factory? No, that is in
China. Today’s economic downturn in Africa is due to the factory having some problems resulting in the market feeling
some heat.”
“Can Africa rise? Yes, provided its countries can develop
a strong, coherent world economic view, one intended to
advance the political and economic policies of its people.”
Everybody must have a world view; like the credit card,
he “never leaves home without one.” This is the most fundamental aspect of Africa’s development island. It is the
way people can rise and become relevant in the world.
There is an absence of a coherent African led, African natured world view.
What is a world view? We all have one but we give little
thought to it. We have a fundamental set of assumptions that
aid us in interpreting the world and we use these assumptions to create certain realities in the world. All great powers,
both ancient and modern are built upon world views.
Africa cannot be different. Historically, Africa was once
great and it can become great again—to somewhat paraphrase a current US political office candidate. Other nations,
with cohesive economic world views, have overtaken the
continent of Africa. Moghalu believes that world views,
when applied consistently, will create objective realities. For
example, he cited the historical South Atlantic slave trade as
being built on a world view of racial superiority applied to
sustain the economic systems of the United States and parts
of Europe to be followed by the extractive policies of primarily European colonialism.
Today, the world view of Asia, particularly China,
revolves around stability, leading to the supremacy of the
community over the individual. The West, however, has a
very different world view, one based upon individual liberties giving rise to institutions and the protection of human
rights, one based upon scientific rationalities giving rise to
innovation. Both systems have become rich and their countries wealthy; both systems give credence to this world
view philosophical foundation. This is why Africans must
develop their own world views.

Moghalu believes the world now sees Africa as its last
frontier; but whose last frontier is it? His view is that this last
frontier should be the prerogative of Africans and its perspective should revolve around the interests of the people who
make up this last frontier.
Foreign investment is going to Africa, but it accounts for
just 4% of total global foreign investment and most African
bound investment is in extractive industries and not necessarily in the places where it would have a transformational
impact. For example, in education and not necessarily in new
malls where an African may spend his or her monies. African
manufacturing can be transformational and employ African
people while producing products for both Pan-African consumption and export to world markets. Global companies are
coming to Africa because other world markets have become
saturated. Natural resources and a large, young, growing
population equal markets and returns on capital investment
are high.
Geopolitics and geostrategy are major drivers of foreign
investment in Africa, particularly the rise of China, which to
some has undertaken a second colonization of Africa. The
United States and Europe are playing catch-up. Investors are
in the business of profit ranging up to 30% returns.
There are investment obstacles: risk has no address.
North Africa is very risky; transport alone is hugely expensive. There is no greater incentive for lighting up the African
continent than that generated by the Africans themselves.
They must be the ones driving the whole process. There are
problems with consistency and with the rule of law.
Instability has resulted in investment being substantially limited to the geographical area of sub-Saharan Africa.
Does foreign investment actually drive economic growth
and development? Investment conferences nominally take
place on other continents. What does this show but the absence of an African world view? The absence of an African
economic strategic intent. Africans are still “passengers, not
drivers of a strategic economic policy.” Hence, in Moghalu’s
view, there is the need for a geopolitical and economic world
view to be created by Africans for Africans.
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Final Panel: Q&A
On Sunday morning, in the final hour and a half of the Conference all speakers returned to
the stage to answer questions from the audience.
Question: What is happening in terms of
each country’s creative economy and the
promotion of the arts?

Sangu Delle: Art is important, especially for
my generation, because it gives us hope. Hope
is what allows us to harness the power of our
human capital and allows people to look
forward to a brighter day. It is what motivated
a lot of entrepreneurs that I have met across
the continent to get up and say, “in spite of
corruption, in spite of all these issues, we can
build a better tomorrow.” And that hope is
incredibly powerful.
Kah Walla: The creative economy is exploding in spite of our governments. Nollywood in
Nigeria is the second biggest film industry in
the world. It has spawned things like iRokoTV,
the Nigerian Netflix. Congolese music has
influenced music around the world. African
art is huge in Europe right now. But the little
kid who wants to learn guitar, the little kid
who wants to learn how to paint, still does not
have many places to go. And that is why we
always come back to governance.
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Ofeibea Quist-Arcton: The arts are always
truncated, and yet they are vital. That is what
brings us together. The most extraordinary
things are happening, and yet governments
pay very little attention to the arts. I think we
need to pay much more attention. We also
need to encourage young people and children
to follow the arts, because you learn so much
more from artists. There is so much more
depth to what they say. They are the ones who
share the spirit of the country and the hope of
our continent.
Mvemba Dizolele: The talent is there across
the board, but it has not been harnessed
because there are no policies to protect the
creative arts.
Question: What kind of lessons do you think
the U.S. has learned from Libya?
Pamela White: One is that the simple act of
taking someone out of power creates an
enormous domino effect that is now felt all
over the Northern Sahel, and it is not a good
effect.
Jennifer Cooke: One thing I think it might
have done is to dispel the responsibility-toprotect agenda, which was always slightly
problematic. Also, there was a lack of foresight in what the consequences might be,
both within Libya and in the broader region.
Kah Walla: Dictators … We are looking at
that one guy, but it is never one guy. It is an
entire system, pervasive in the whole country.
And so, when you take him out, there is
generally a moment of chaos, and we have to
accept that.

Question: Is the Western narrative of promoting democracy uninformed and patronizing,
or a duty with a moral basis?
Jennifer Cooke: It is often perceived as
patronizing. And it can backfire. I think we
have to be very careful in the tone we use.
Condescension does not work very well anymore. What we can do is help empower on
the margins those groups within who are
actually going to affect the change. That
requires a little bit more humility, and a little
bit more nuance in our approach.
Kah Walla: It also requires you being a little
bit more honest. Everybody knows what you
have done in your own history. So when you
come from a moralizing standpoint, they do
not believe you. We have to look at each other
as equals and in humility. It has to be more
of a conversation. Also, there is often the
question: Do Africans want democracy? Yes.
Unequivocally yes. And the last thing I would
say is that we have to build the democratic
narrative from our own history and traditions.
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Djimé Adoum: We have right now sufficient
knowledge and opportunities. We have fifteen year democracies in Africa that work
beautifully well. We take that, we look at what
Burkina Faso recently did, and then we begin
really, seriously big thinking. The difference
among the African countries is huge, but that
does not matter. Some countries, in their differences, have succeeded beautifully. And that
is where we should start.
Sangu Delle: It is important for us to think of
democracy not just as people going to vote.
Voting in elections is not democracy. We need
to have a world view as Africans and define
what democracy means for us and come up
with our own system that meets our idiosyncratic needs and aspirations.
Pamela White: It is unfortunate that we believe
an election is the first symbol of democracy.

Mvembe Dizolele: I agree that elections alone
do not make a democracy, but it is the first
step, along with other things, to move that
way. Also, we need to understand that democracy and freedom is a natural right of every
individual. It is not a gift from anyone.
Paul Nugent: Elections are only part of the
story. The most complex thing is the design of
your state. The national question in African
countries is often the most difficult one. And
there is no model that can be imported from
somewhere else. Each country has its own
dynamics and outsiders can do little more
than assist them.
Kingsley Moghalu: The problem in Africa is
this question of a world view. The problem
is the nature of the African state, and there-

fore the foundation it provides for the electoral contest. For example, the federalist
character in Nigeria has led to a conglomeration of jokers. The emphasis is not on quality
or qualifications, it is on representation.
And so the electoral contest becomes a
contest for the acquisition of power for ethnic
groups or other interests. Nobody is judging
the contestants based on a program of
action, on ideas, on a philosophy of governance or economics.
Ali Mufuruki: For people to participate in
democracy in a meaningful way, they have to
have a vested interest in the process, in the
future that they want. It has to be beyond voting for someone to be in power and more
about voting for what it is they want to uphold
and what it is they want to do away with.
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Question: How are African children being
educated or prepared for their ‘new world’?

Kingsley Moghalu: Education is critical to creating the new Africa for several reasons. One,
education is a fundamental pathway through
which consent is manufactured in society. Second, Africa’s future lies in the application of
science, technology and innovation to commercial processes. Education is the path
through which we build our common future
as nations in Africa.
Ali Mufuruki: There is so much work to do
and so little money to invest in education.
Under these circumstances you have to prioritize. We have to target science and technology because we have basic things we need to
do, but we do not have the technicians to do
them.
Sangu Delle: Also, how do we harness technology to scale up education? If we wait to
build brick and mortar, we are not going to
catch up. We cannot think of education in isolation. We have to think of nutrition, clean
water and gender. We have to think of education as it interconnects and relates to these
independent factors.
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Join us for the 30th Annual Camden Conference

Refugees and Global
Migration: Humanity’s Crisis?
February 17, 18, 19, 2017
undreds of thousands fleeing violence and persecution in the Middle East and North Africa,
in search of safety and a better life in Europe. This tragic story is happening before our eyes
with both heartwarming reports of compassion and horrific ones of inhumanity with which the
refugees have been greeted. Europe is on the front line at the moment but the whole world is
affected by the social, political, economic, and environmental changes and upheavals that have displaced 60 million people—more than at any other time in history.

H

The sudden urgency of this crisis is a particular burden for humanity, as our globalizing world faces
shrinking traditional employment and rapid population growth in its poorest places.
The 2017 Camden Conference will examine this unprecedented global surge in migration and the
refugees it has created and consider how we should meet this crisis.
■ What are the appropriate and most effective international responses to the refugee crisis?
■ How can we best deal with failed states and terrorist ideologies that are both cause and effect

of many mass migrations?
■ In what ways are race, ethnicity, and religion creating regional dislocation?
■ How is climate change contributing to this situation, and what policies can be adopted to limit

its impact?
■ What are the challenges for countries absorbing great numbers of new immigrants, and how

might the existing world order be altered?
■ How should the world refugee crisis be addressed by the United States? Do we have a special

obligation as a country built by immigrants?
These volatile issues dominate the media today, and they will undoubtedly be unresolved in 2017, when
a new administration will be in place in Washington and the next Camden Conference is convened.
The Camden Conference looks forward to having you come back to help us learn about and debate
these challenges in February 2017.
Check the Camden Conference website for updates on speakers, programs, community
events, and registration: www.camdenconference.org
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