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Challenge  
 
The Weather Channel is dedicated entirely to forecasting the weather. A 
handful of other channels are dedicated to forecasting the political future of 
people and places. They are, among others, Fox News, CNN, MSNBC, and 
PBS. 
 
In this Challenge, we will take advantage of these synergies and ask students to 
become Political Scientist Forecasters. Specifically, teams of students will 
produce a weather forecast…about Russia and its political future. Imagine 
Anderson Cooper from CNN in front of a map of Russia, acting and sounding 
like a weatherman, but talking about international détente. What is he saying? 
This is your challenge.  
 
Using weather as your metaphor, present a forecast for Russia, looking ahead 
up to five years. Is it sunny or stormy? What is happening to the tropical storm 
that is forming over Europe? Will it sweep into Russia? Or vice versa? Is there 
drought or flooding predicted in the near future?   
 
Why Russia? Because Russia matters more than ever on today’s geopolitical 
stage. In fact, the 2015 Camden Conference is all about Russia. Here is a 
description of the focus of this year’s Conference, entitled, “Russia Resurgent.” 
 

The 2015 Camden Conference will examine Russia’s role in the 
world, including both the risks and opportunities Russia faces as it 
strives to remain a world power. Additionally, the Conference will 
consider what current and potential Russian policies the United 
States should counter and what it should encourage — and how. 
 
[The Conference will focus on] three thematic areas: current 
domestic challenges and the political responses of Russian leaders, 
Russia’s interests and engagements with the former states of the 
Soviet Union, such as the Ukraine and Georgia, …and, thirdly, 
diplomatic and strategic challenges in U.S. – Russia relations. 
 

In this Challenge, using the second two themes as your guideline, your 
team will: 



 Research and identify at least three critical strategic objectives for 
Russia and their pursuit of domestic stability, global stability and 
constructive engagement with the US and/or their former Soviet 
Union states. 

 Identify the obstacles that Russia is facing in achieving these 
objectives; and  

 In a playful way, translate and re-interpret those political 
objectives and obstacles onto a weather forecast, outlining the 
various possibilities that could occur depending on whether or 
not  (for example) “the cold front hits like a polar vortex”, or 
“the storm makes land” or the “drought continues.”  

 
Other important guidelines include: 

 Teams can forecast into the future anywhere from six months to 
five years. 

 Weather Forecasting is more storytelling than it is news reporting. 
Weathermen and women are more characters than they are news 
anchors or reporters. Of all the news formats, this one is the most 
playful and narrative-driven. 

 Weather forecasting is also about helping its audience prepare for 
the future: you watch the weather to help plan ahead. It’s the 
same here. In this case, your audience is non–Russian. Specifically, 
your target audience will be whichever strategic country you 
choose to focus upon: the US or a former state(s) of the Soviet 
Union. 

 The two most vital elements for your video are: 1) a weather 
forecaster and his/her tools; and 2) two field correspondents who 
are on the scene where the ‘weather’ is happening.  

 
This Challenge essentially asks students to use the weather forecasting 
TV format as a vehicle to explore select dynamics shaping Russia’s 
present and future. It asks teams to research and analyze very serious 
content and then prompts them to communicate their findings and 
conclusions through a fun and creative digitally literate lens. 
 
Deliverables include: 

 Russian Forecast (this is the only Meridian Stories deliverable) 

 History Dynamics Paper (at teacher’s discretion) 

 First Draft and Shooting Script (at teacher’s discretion) 



 

 
Evaluation Rubric – Resurgent Russia: A 
Weather Forecast 
CONTENT COMMAND  

Criteria 1 - 3 4 - 7 8 - 10 

Analysis of Past 
Patterns 

The historical 
content is not 
presented clearly 

The historical 
content is presented 
clearly  

The historical 
content is presented 
clearly and 
compellingly 

Understanding 
of Russia and 
Select Country’s 
Current Status 

The current political 
situation is not 
clearly 
communicated 

The current political 
situation is clearly 
communicated 

The current political 
situation is 
communicated with 
insight 

Feasibility and 
Rigor of the 
Forecast 

The forecast is 
unsubstantiated 

The forecast is 
substantiated 

The forecast is 
substantiated and 
insightful 

STORYTELLING COMMAND  

Criteria 1 - 3 4 - 7 8 - 10 

Comprehensive 
Narrative 

The narrative is 
shallow and 
uninformative 

The narrative is 
layered and 
informative 

The narrative is 
varied, informative 
and engaging 

Weather 
Forecast Genre 

The overall video 
does not resemble a 
weather forecast 

The overall video 
resembles a weather 
forecast 

The overall video 
shows mastery of 
the weather forecast 
genre 

Characters The characters are 
not very interesting 

The characters are 
very interesting 

The characters are 
thoughtfully crafted 
and entertaining 

MEDIA COMMAND  

Criteria 1 - 3 4 - 7 8 - 10 

Visualization The visualization of 
the ‘Russian 
weather’ is not 
effective 

The visualization of 
the ‘Russian 
weather’ is effective 

The visualization of 
the ‘Russian 
weather’ is 
imaginative and 
compelling 

Sound and 
Music 

The selective use of 
sound effects and 
music detracts from 
our engagement 
with the scene 

The selective use of 
sound effects and 
music supports our 
engagement with 
the scene 

The selective use of 
sound effects and 
music enhances our 
engagement with 
the scene 

21ST CENTURY SKILLS COMMAND (for teachers only)  



Criteria 1-3 4-7 8-10 

Collaborative 
Thinking 

The group did not 
work together 
effectively and/or 
did not share the 
work equally 

The group worked 
together effectively 
and had no major 
issues 

The group 
demonstrated 
flexibility in making 
compromises and 
valued the 
contributions of 
each group member 

Creativity and 
Innovation 

The group did not 
make a solid effort 
to create anything 
new or innovative 

The group was able 
to brainstorm new 
and inventive ideas, 
but was inconsistent 
in their evaluation 
and implementation 
of those ideas 

The group 
brainstormed many 
inventive ideas and 
was able to evaluate, 
refine and 
implement them 
effectively 

Initiative and 
Self-Direction 

The group was 
unable to set 
attainable goals, 
work independently 
and manage their 
time effectively 

The group required 
some additional 
help, but was able to 
complete the project 
on time with few 
problems 

The group set 
attainable goals, 
worked 
independently and 
managed their time 
effectively, 
demonstrating a 
disciplined 
commitment to the 
project 

 

The Process 
We recommend that this Meridian Stories Challenge take place inside of a 
three to four week time frame. The students must work in teams of 3-4. 
All reviews by the teacher are at the discretion of the teacher and all 
suggested paper deliverables are due only to the teacher.  
 
The only deliverable to Meridian Stories is the media work. All media work must 
begin with a slate that provides:  

a) the title of the piece;  
b) the name of the school submitting;  
c) the Division (I for Middle Schools and II for High Schools); and  
d) the wording ‘Permission Granted’ which gives Meridian Stories the right 

to a) publically display the submission in question on Meridian Stories 
digital media; and b) use it for educational purposes only. 

 
Below is a suggested breakdown for the students’ work. 
 



During Phase I, student teams will: 

 Begin with the content. Following the guidelines of the Camden 
Conference, this Challenge specifically asks you to examine one of 
two themes: 

o Russia’s interests and engagements with the former states 
of the Soviet Union, such as the Ukraine and Georgia; or 

o Diplomatic and strategic challenges in U.S. – Russia 
relations. 

 Which theme interests your team the most? Select one. 

 Conduct basic research, using both primary and secondary source 
materials, to help identify the three biggest areas of strategic 
importance. Be sure to start your research on the Camden 
Conference website (www.camdenconference.org), where there 
are resources that are addressing these very issues.  

o One, two or three issues dominate most foreign 
relationships between countries. Issues like oil and energy, 
economic and commercial interests, the environment, 
military presence and power, cultural differences (and 
similarities), water, territorial disputes, etc. What are the 
three priority issues that dominate the dynamics in this 
relationship? And, are there other countries or cultures that 
are integrally a part of this issue? 

 Remember that your goal is to accurately ‘forecast’ the future. In 
order to do that, there are at least two things that your team is 
going to want to investigate: 

o The Past - You need to understand the past: both the 
recent past and the not-so-recent past. Specifically, your 
team is looking for patterns of behavior; for some kind of 
consistency, over time, in how Russia approaches its 
diplomatic relationship with your select country or region. 
Being able to identify this pattern will help your team 
predict how this pattern might continue in the future. 

o The Present Line Up of People – Who are the current 
personalities who are in charge of this relationship? What 
are their patterns of behavior in the past year, in regard to 
your select country and in regard to foreign relations as a 
whole? 

o Teacher’s Option: History Dynamics Paper - Teachers may require 
that teams hand in a History Dynamics Paper that identifies the 
results of their research, citing their primary and secondary sources. 



The History Dynamics Paper focuses on the dynamics – historical 
and current – that are informing the teams’ forecast for the future.  

 By the end of this phase, your team should have a strong grasp of 
all the important elements shaping Russia and its future 
engagement with your select country. 

 
During Phase II, student teams will:  

 Brainstorm about the future of Russia, as informed by the 
research the team completed in Phase I.  
o During this brainstorm, your team will decide how far into the 

future that you want to forecast: later this year, a year from 
today or several years down the road? 

o Come up with your forecasts around the three strategic topics 
that your team identified in Phase I. 

o Be sure to substantiate your forecasts by citing a) past patterns 
of behavior; b) present political personalities; and c) other 
important factors that are shaping your team’s predictions for 
the future of Russia. 

 Translate your key points into …weather forecasts! What is the 
language that you will want to employ to clearly communicate 
your key points while staying true to the format of the weather 
forecast? Have fun with this: a lot of fun, in fact. A few things to 
consider: 
o What is your overall tone? Are you presenting your 

information in a satirical style? Is your messaging supposed to 
be thinly disguised as a weather report or will it be straight on 
and serious?  

o Keep in mind your audience: you want to deliver to them real 
information; real content that they can use to prepare 
themselves for this ‘weather’.  

 Brainstorm how you want to present your forecast. This 
Challenge asks that you cast three characters: one anchor weather 
person and two ‘field reporters.’ Your team may come up with 
creative variations on this. Perhaps one person is a guest expert in, 
say, ‘Russian hail storms.’ The important thing is to utilize three of 
your team members on camera. 
o Be sure to spend some time watching weather forecasts on TV 

and listening to them on radio. In the view of your team, what 
works and what does not? What presentational elements are 



you going to want to replicate in your video? What does a 
good weatherman ‘sound’ like?  

o Correlative to this, what is your setting for delivering the 
‘weather.’ Professional TV stations use what is known as 
‘green screen’ that allows them to stand in front of a wall of 
moving weather graphics. What’s your plan? 

 Draft the script.  
o Teacher Option: Draft/Final Script - Teachers may 

require that teams hand in a draft script for comments 
and review. At the end, teachers may require a final 
script. 

 Pre-produce the scene: 
o Scout locations for shooting (if this is being shot on location); 
o Create costumes, props and other set pieces, as needed; 
o Prepare the logistics for the actual shooting of the scene; and  
o Rehearse the scene.  

 
During Phase III, student teams will:  

 Shoot the video. 

 Edit the video, adding stills and graphics as desired. 

 Post-produce the video, adding music and sound effects as desired.  
 

Media Support Resources 
Meridian Stories provides two forms of support for the student teams: 

1. Media Innovators and Artists – This is a series of three to four minute 
videos featuring artists and innovative professionals who offer 
important advice, specifically for Meridian Stories, in the areas of 
creativity and production.  

2. Meridian Tips – These are short documents that offer student teams 
key tips in the areas of creativity and production.  

Recommended review, as a team, for this Challenge include:  

Media Innovators and Artists Meridian Tips 

On Directing Comedy – Davis 
Robinson 
On Nonfiction – Margaret 
Heffernan 
On Sound Design – Chris 
Watkinson 

“Creative Brainstorming Techniques”  
“Video Editing Basics” 
“Sound Recording Basics” 
“Producing: Time Management” 



On Editing – Tom Pierce 

 

Essential Questions 
 

1. What are some of the key events or decisions that have shaped Russia’s 
international relations in the past half-century? 

2. What are some of the key events or decisions that are currently shaping 
Russia’s international relations? 

3. How does one synthesize information from a variety of sources into a 
substantiated and rational political forecast?  

4. How has information gathered from primary sources enhanced your 
understanding of the topic? How is the information from these sources 
different from the information gathered from secondary sources? 

5. How does translating content from one medium to another affect both 
the communication and understanding of that content?  

6. How has working on a team changed the learning experience? 
 
 

Student Outcomes 
1. The student will understand some of the critical political dynamics that 

have shaped Russia’s foreign relations in the past half-century. 
2. The student will have an understanding of some of the key issues that 

are shaping Russia’s current approach to international relations. 
3. The student will understand the processes involved in researching 

content from a variety of primary and secondary sources; selecting 
relevant information from those sources; and organizing this 
information in a way that yields narrative cohesion and substantive 
analysis. 

4. The student will understand how combining primary and secondary 
sources can help one to reach a more complex and nuanced 
understanding of history.  

5. The student will learn that content changes – it deepens and reveals new 
layers of meaning – when being re-interpreted inside of a new format 
and new medium of communication.  

6. The student will have an increased awareness of the challenges and 
rewards of team collaboration.  

 

Curricular Correlations  



The Resurgent Russia: A Weather Forecast Challenge addresses a range of 
curricular objectives that have been articulated by two nationally recognized 
sources: 
 

1. The new Common Core Curricular Standards – English Language 
Arts – History/Social; and  

2. The Themes of Social Studies, as outlined by National Council of 
Social Studies (NCSS). 

 
Below please find the standards that are being addressed, either wholly or in 
part.  

Common Core Curricular Standards 
English Language Arts Standards 

English Language Arts Standards – History/Social 

The Standard 8th 9th/10th 11th/12th 

RI1 
 
READING 
INFORMATIONAL 
TEXT 
 
Key Ideas and 
Details 

Cite the textual 
evidence that most 
strongly supports an 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 

Cite strong and 
thorough textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 
drawn from the 
text. 

Cite strong and 
thorough textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 
drawn from the text, 
including determining 
where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 

W2 
 
WRITING 
 
Text Types and 
Purposes 

Introduce a topic 
clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; 
organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information into 
broader categories; 
include formatting 
(e.g., headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, 
tables), and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 
ideas, concepts, and 
information to make 
important 
connections and 
distinctions; include 
formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia 
when useful to 
aiding 
comprehension. 

Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 
ideas, concepts, and 
information so that 
each new element 
builds on that which 
precedes it to create a 
unified whole; include 
formatting (e.g., 
headings), graphics 
(e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

W3 
 
WRITING 
 

Write narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using 
effective technique, 
relevant descriptive 
details, and well-

Write narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined 
experiences or 
events using 
effective technique, 
well-chosen details, 

Write narratives to 
develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using 
effective technique, 
well-chosen details, 



Text Types and 
Purposes 

structured event 
sequences. 

and well-structured 
event sequences. 

and well-structured 
event sequences. 

W7 

 
WRITING 
 
Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

Conduct short 
research projects to 
answer a question 
(including a self-
generated question), 
drawing on several 
sources and 
generating additional 
related, focused 
questions that allow 
for multiple avenues 
of exploration. 

Conduct short as 
well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including 
a self-generated 
question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple 
sources on the 
subject, 
demonstrating 
understanding of 
the subject under 
investigation. 

Conduct short as well 
as more sustained 
research projects to 
answer a question 
(including a self-
generated question) or 
solve a problem; 
narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when 
appropriate; 
synthesize multiple 
sources on the 
subject, 
demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 

W8 
 
WRITING 
 
Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources, using 
search terms 
effectively; assess the 
credibility and 
accuracy of each 
source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of 
others while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 

Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches effectively; 
assess the usefulness 
of each source in 
answering the 
research question; 
integrate 
information into the 
text selectively to 
maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 

Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple authoritative 
print and digital 
sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of the 
task, purpose, and 
audience; integrate 
information into the 
text selectively to 
maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on any 
one source and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 

SL5 
 
SPEAKING AND 
LISTENING 
 
Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

Integrate multimedia 
and visual displays 
into presentations to 
clarify information, 
strengthen claims and 
evidence, and add 
interest. 

Make strategic use 
of digital media 
(e.g., textual, 
graphical, audio, 
visual, and 
interactive elements) 
in presentations to 
enhance 
understanding of 
findings, reasoning, 

Make strategic use of 
digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, 
audio, visual, and 
interactive elements) 
in presentations to 
enhance 
understanding of 
findings, reasoning, 



and evidence and to 
add interest. 

and evidence and to 
add interest. 

L3 
 
LANGUAGE 
 
Knowledge of 
Language  

Use knowledge of 
language and its 
conventions when 
writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

 

Apply knowledge of 
language to 
understand how 
language functions 
in different 
contexts, to make 
effective choices for 
meaning or style, 
and to comprehend 
more fully when 
reading or listening. 

Apply knowledge of 
language to 
understand how 
language functions in 
different contexts, to 
make effective choices 
for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend 
more fully when 
reading or listening. 

RH2 
 
HISTORY/SOCIAL 
STUDIES 
 
Key Ideas and 
Details 
 

Determine the central 
ideas or information 
of a primary or 
secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary of the 
source distinct from 
prior knowledge or 
opinions. 

Determine the 
central ideas or 
information of a 
primary or 
secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary of how 
key events or ideas 
develop over the 
course of the text. 

Determine the central 
ideas or information 
of a primary or 
secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that makes 
clear the relationships 
among the key details 
and ideas. 

RH3 
 
HISTORY/SOCIAL 
STUDIES 
 
Key Ideas and 
Details 
 

NA Analyze in detail a 
series of events 
described in a text; 
determine whether 
earlier events caused 
later ones or simply 
preceded them. 

Evaluate various 
explanations for 
actions or events and 
determine which 
explanation best 
accords with textual 
evidence, 
acknowledging where 
the text leaves matters 
uncertain. 

RH9 
 
HISTORY/SOCIAL 
STUDIES 
 
Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

Analyze the 
relationship between 
a primary and 
secondary source on 
the same topic. 

Compare and 
contrast treatments 
of the same topic in 
several primary and 
secondary sources. 

Integrate information 
from diverse sources, 
both primary and 
secondary, into a 
coherent 
understanding of an 
idea or event, noting 
discrepancies among 
sources. 

 

Goals – NCSS  - The Themes of Social Studies 

Theme – Time, Continuity and Change  



Through the study of the past and its legacy, learners examine the institutions, values, and 
beliefs of people in the past, acquire skills in historical inquiry and interpretation, and gain 
an understanding of how important historical events and developments have shaped the 
modern world. This theme appears in courses in history, as well as in other social studies 
courses for which knowledge of the past is important 

Theme – Power, Authority and Governance 

One essential component of education for citizenship is an understanding of the historical 
development and contemporary forms of power, authority, and governance. Through this 
theme, learners become familiar with the purposes and functions of government, the 
scope and limits of authority, and the differences between democratic and non-democratic 
political systems. In schools, this theme typically appears in units and courses dealing with 
government, history, civics, law, politics, and other social sciences. 

Theme – Global Connections 

  The realities of global interdependence require an understanding of the increasingly 
important and diverse global connections among world societies. This theme prepares 
students to study issues arising from globalization. It typically appears in units or courses 
dealing with geography, culture, economics, history, political science, government, and 
technology. 

 
 


