
Camden Conference in the Classroom  

 

The Camden Conference in the Classroom (CCC) is a nine-month outreach initiative of the 

Camden Conference which helps Maine high school teachers incorporate the Camden Conference 

theme into high school classrooms.   The curriculum is designed by each teacher within the guidelines 

of the school.  These for-credit courses range from a full year’s course, to a theme or topic within an 

AP course. or to a mentored independent study.  The students are therefore prepared in the classroom 

for the Conference and follow-up on the conference theme. 

 

An Outline of the Academic Year  

In September 2016, the Camden Conference Education Committee organizes the morning session of 

the Workshop with input from the teachers about what they might find useful to help prepare them for 

the topic.   The afternoon session is for the teachers to share resources they have discovered and 

answer each other’s questions.   This professional development and interaction about the Conference 

theme is important to achieve the high quality of instruction.   Because the topics of the Camden 

Conference are current, they are usually outside what teachers studied in the past.   Book and videos on 

the topic are shared on the Camden Conference website and among the teachers. 

 

In February 2017, teachers will accompany their students to the Camden Conference and participate in 

the full three-day Conference events. The experience of participating in an adult event, where people 

gather by the hundreds to become informed on important contemporary issues, is of paramount 

importance for the education of students at this age group.  Because the students are prepared both 

before and after the Conference in the classroom, the students are ready to absorb the information and 

the atmosphere with other adults.  

  

In May of 2017, any high school student who attended the Conference may enter a contest on the 

theme of Refugees and Global Migration. The contest will use the same essay topic and guidelines proposed 

by USIP in a national essay contest.   Students do not have to enter the National Contest to enter the 

Camden Conference contest. (See the Camden Conference Website Education/Student Contests and 

Awards for more information.)  The essays of our contest winners of the contest will be posted on the 

Conference website, where you will now find the 2016 contest winners’ essays. 

 

Towards the end of the school year, teachers will participate in a wrap-up workshop to evaluate the 

2016-2017 Camden Conference in the Classroom program.    The Education Committee believes we need to 

have evidence that the program is of benefit to the teachers and students.  At the end of the school 

year, the Camden Conference will receive a final year end product or essay unless the student already 

submitted a contest essay.  

 

Costs of the Program 

The Camden Conference Development Committee raises funds to allow the CCC teachers to receive 

an allowance for resources.  Schools participating in the CCC program also receive five reduced price 

tickets for the Conference at a satellite location.   The Camden Conference works with the teachers to 

facilitate student-centered events outside the Conference proceedings such as the welcome before the 
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Friday night lecture and the Saturday lunch, which is provided for all high school students.  The 

Conference’s Development Committee negotiates reduced rates with local accommodations for these 

CCC students and their teachers. 

 

There are remaining costs which are not covered by the Camden Conference.  These are the 

responsibility of the teachers.  Some schools are able to provide funding but otherwise the teachers 

must approach a funding source.  The subsidized tickets require $50 for each student and teacher.    For 

schools who are too far to commute to the satellite venue, which is about half of the current schools, 

the school or other outside funding must supply transportation, lodging, and food.    

 

Measuring the success of the Camden Conference in the Classroom project. 

Numerous positive impacts of the Camden Conference in the Classroom upon Camden Conference 

participants have been identified. 

 

1. Teachers gain experience developing and implementing a course with an international dimension.  

They participate in professional development and feedback with colleagues from the 10 

participating schools and continue throughout the school year to share teaching ideas via Google+  

with other high school teachers involved in the Camden Conference.   The topics allow for serious 

thinking and writing on topics which students are hearing about in the real world. 

 

2. Curriculum on the Conference topic should feel relevant to the students.    For some schools 

participation is for gifted students; at others a wider audience is sought.  Several schools in the CCC 

have a very diverse student body speaking multiple languages and having different histories.  The 

curriculum can be designed to facilitate an interaction with all students.  The fact that neither the 

Conference speakers nor members of the audience have all the answers should heighten the 

involvement of those who will soon be voting citizens. 

 

3. Student Outcomes:   Although civics courses are no longer part of the state curriculum, we 

believe this experience can produce appreciation on the part of high school participants of the 

multiple responsibilities in a democracy of broad, educated, and informed participation.   The essay 

contest provides an opportunity for students to think of concrete solutions, written with an outside 

audience in mind. 

 

4. Camden Conference Audiences and Community Members:  Although the high school 

students are at the satellite locations and therefore less visible than the college students at the Opera 

House, we hope the Conference participants will recognize the value of student participation.  For a 

high school program to be successful, our community must demonstrate willingness to contribute 

resources to support student participation for the Camden Conference in the Classroom. 

5. Whether engaging in dialogue, embracing the power of social media, or leveraging learning 

outcomes — the Camden Conference orients students to their complex world through educational 

programs and partnerships that promote critical thinking, raise awareness, and provide accurate 

information about important global issues. 


